
 
  

Thursday, February 14, 2019 
  

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News 
  
·         Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 appropriations negotiations are complete – The House and Senate are both 

expected to quickly pass an omnibus appropriations bill that provides funding through the end of FY 
2019 for the seven appropriations bills that were not yet complete.  The one outstanding issue had 
been funding for a southern border wall, and the compromise provides $1.375 billion for barriers, as 
opposed to the $5.7 billion the President had insisted upon.  Indications are that he will sign the bill 
before current funding expires on Friday night, ending the long saga that included a 35-day shutdown 
of the government agencies funded by these bills.  The fiscal year began four and a half months ago, 
on October 1. 

·         What to expect regarding FY 2020 appropriations process – It’s likely that with all FY 2019 
appropriations completed, Congress will quickly turn to the process of working on FY 2020 
appropriations, even though the President has not yet submitted his request (see bullet below for 
details on that).  We expect that the Appropriations Committees will announce short deadlines for 
Members to submit their requests and sign-on letters – we’ll let you know as soon as we hear any 
specifics.  
  

·         What will be the FY 2020 funding total? – The Budget Control Act sets the cap on non-defense 
discretionary (NDD) funding for FY 2020 at $55 billion (9 percent) below the FY 2019 level.  The 
defense cut is even steeper, and there is widespread agreement on both sides of the aisle that the caps 
will need to be raised – but when, and by how much, remains to be seen.  The President’s budget 
request does not need to abide by the caps, nor does the congressional budget resolution.  But at the 
end of the year, if Congress has enacted discretionary appropriations that exceed the defense and/or 
the NDD cap, that would trigger an across-the-board sequester cut of the relevant category of 
spending to get down to the cap level.  That is not likely.  Instead, Congress will either pass 
legislation to raise the caps up front or – more likely – in the meantime, pass a “deeming” resolution 
that sets a higher total allocation for the Appropriations Committee (the 302(a) allocation).  It’s 
possible that the House and Senate will have different total allocations, which means that 
appropriations bills aren’t likely to be finalized until a deal is enacted that raises the NDD and defense 
caps.  
  

·         What to expect from the President’s FY 2020 budget the week of March 11 – Some but not all of 
the President’s FY 2020 budget request is expected to be released the week of March 11, but we may 
not know the education program levels that week.  The Administration hasn’t announced which day 
the first of the budget materials will be released, but I’d expect it to be Monday or Tuesday so that 
Congressional committees can start holding hearings before the recess the following week.  The 
Department of Education is not yet sure when it will release its budget materials, and without them 
we will not be able to provide our program-by-program funding table.  Thus, it may be a while after 



the first budget materials are released before we know the impact on education programs, although 
we will likely know the Department of Education funding total. 

  
We expect that the President’s budget will include deep cuts for education and other NDD programs, 
possibly funding at the NDD cap level, or lower.  Last year’s budget request was widely considered 
by Members of Congress from both sides as a non-starter because of its deep cuts; it cut Department 
of Education funding by 11 percent below the FY 2018 enacted level, and Congress ignored those 
cuts when putting together its funding bill. 

  
What exactly comprises the President’s budget?  It is a compilation of several books: 
o   “President’s Budget” – it contains the President’s message, short articles with topline 

numbers and budget these for each agency, and summary tables showing ten-year budget 
impacts for mandatory spending and revenue proposals.  This will be released that first week; 

o   Analytical Perspectives – it provides background on proposals and concepts that are 
budgetarily complicated.  This will come later. 

o   Budget Appendix – it provides details on every program, showing previous year’s spending or 
revenue and laying out the current request and any request change in legislative 
language.  This will come later. 

o   Historical Tables – these are very useful for big picture budget purposes!  They are the same 
series of tables updated each year showing past and estimated future spending, revenues, 
debt, deficits, etc., for a variety of categories (discretionary, mandatory, in constant dollars, as 
a share of GDP).  Not clear when this will be posted online. 

o   Major Savings and Reforms – it is a compilation of some – but not all – programs that the 
budget proposes to eliminate or consolidate through reform.  This will come later. 

o   Other fact sheets and materials – Each year the Administration chooses to highlight and 
summarize key themes and proposals in the budget.  I’d expect these to roll out over time. 

  
·         New education staffer for Rep. Cole’s House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations 

Subcommittee – Karyn Richman has moved to staff the Homeland Security Appropriations 
Subcommittee, and Kathryn Salmon is replacing her as Rep. Cole’s education staffer on the Labor-
HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee.  We have a request pending for CEF officers to meet 
with her to introduce CEF and our advocacy efforts. 

·         Subscribing to email updates on the House floor agenda – Those interested can sign up for 
automatic email updates on the agenda for votes on the House floor on the website of Majority Leader 
Steny Hoyer (D-MD).  The office provides a weekly and daily agenda, floor updates on pending 
votes, and other items.  The link here shows you the options to sign up for any or all of them.  
  

II. Advocacy  
·         CEF Hill Teams meetings in the next two weeks – We are setting up meetings for CEF Hill Teams 

in the next two weeks with freshmen Senators and Representatives on the education 
authorizing committees, and Budget and Appropriations Committees. We will send the specifics to 
the Hill Teams and Advocacy Committee members along with the link to sign up to participate.  We 
currently have meetings set with the following five offices, with many other requests pending:  

o   Rep. Donna Shalala (D-FL) - on Education and Labor 
o   Rep. Lauren Underwood (D-IL) - on Education and Labor 
o   Rep. Lucy McBath (D-PA) - on Education and Labor 
o   Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-MN) - on Education and Labor and on Budget     
o   Sen. Mike Braun (R-IN) -  on HELP and on Budget      

 
III.  Events 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/
https://www.majorityleader.gov/newsletters


·         Tuesday, February 26, 4-6pm, 2060 Rayburn House Office Building  – Please join us for CEF’s 
Capitol Hill reception to welcome the 116th Congress on February 26, from 4pm-6pm in 2060 
Rayburn House Office Building.  We are inviting all Members of Congress and their education 
staffers to come enjoy some appetizers and a drink while meeting CEF members.  Please 
RSVPhere so we can prepare nametags and know how many people to expect!    

  
·         CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

·         Friday, Feb. 15 – 9-11am, at AFT (555 New Jersey Ave, NW).  Guest speaker: we are still 
awaiting confirmation of a speaker.  

·         Friday, Feb. 22 – No CEF meeting during congressional recess. 
·         Tuesday, Feb. 26 – CEF Hill reception for the 116th Congress, 4-6pm, 2060 Rayburn House 

Office Building.  All CEF members are invited! See details above. 
·         Friday, Mar. 1 – 9-11am, at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW, auditorium).  Guest speaker: 

Brandon Mendoza (tentative), Rep. Susan Davis (D-CA). 
·         Friday, Mar. 8 – 9-11am, at NEA (1201 16th ST, NW, News Conference Room).  Guest speaker: 

Jonathan Antista, House Budget Committee. 
·         Friday, Mar. 15 – 9-11am, at Georgetown Law School (600 New Jersey Ave, NW, Room 200 

McDonough Hall).  Guest speaker: TBD. 
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