
 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

I. Policy Intelligence 
• HELP Committee releases its Build Back Better bill – This weekend the Senate HELP Committee 

released its legislative text for the Build Back Better reconciliation bill that is slightly different 
than the education funding passed by the House (HR 5376). The attached CEF table shows the 
education funding provisions in this new HELP Committee bill, the House-passed bill, and the 
original House committee proposals before they were scaled back fairly dramatically. I have 
highlighted in yellow where the House and Senate bills differ.  Things to note:          

o Education funding provisions in the House-passed and Senate HELP bills are almost 
identical. 

o I can’t tell the difference in cost for universal pre-K and child care provisions versus 
the House bill.  The Senate made some changes to these proposals, but I cannot tell the 
cost impact without the Congressional Budget Offices (CBO) score, since it’s not just a 
matter of changing the appropriations level. 

o The HELP bill differs from the House bill in some wording and in funding for two 
specific programs.  The HELP Committee bill omits any funding for Grants for Native 
American Language Teachers and Educators, and has $5 million more for the 
Department of Education’s Office of Inspector General. 

o The CBO score for some provisions in the House bill are slightly less than the full 
amount provided in the bill.  That is because, as is often the case, CBO estimates that 
not all the spending will occur in the ten-year budget window, so in this case a few 
million dollars out of hundreds of millions won’t be spent (this is mostly in the 
Department of Labor Workforce Development provisions).  I did not highlight those as 
differences between the House and Senate bills because the legislative text is the same, 
we just don’t yet have a CBO score for the HELP provisions. CBO has a page with all its 
reconciliation scores and explanatory material here. 

o We don’t yet know if the Senate will include funding for Additional Support for 
Distance Learning and for Funding to Address Air Pollution in Schools.  These 
education-related provisions are not in the jurisdiction of the HELP or Education and 
Labor Committees, so are not in this newly released bill. 

We gather than the HELP Committee Democrats have already informally run this legislation by the 
Senate Parliamentarian to get a preliminary read on whether any of it violates the so-called Byrd 
Rule that limits the types of legislation that can be included in a reconciliation bill. The next step is 
for the official “Byrd Bath” (one of the two fun budget-process terms; the other is CHIMPs, short for 
Changes In Mandatory Programs), when Democratic and Republican staffers meet with the 
Parliamentarian to make their case why specific provisions do or do not violate the Byrd Rule.  If she 
rules that something is in violation, Democrats will remove it from the bill or try to alter it so it 
passes muster.  Once this process is complete for all parts of the reconciliation bill, and likely after 
there is a CBO score for it all, the Senate could start debate once the bill has the support of all 50 



Democratic Senators.  It’s still an open question whether this will happen before Christmas or in 
January. 
• Congressional update for this week – Congress still must raise or suspend the debt limit, and 

the House will likely stay in session until that is done – maybe today or tomorrow.  The Senate 
will remain in session at least this week working on nominations, the reconciliation bill, and the 
defense authorization bill. 

II. Education News 
• 2021 CEF Past President Valerie C. Williams is new Director of the Office of Special Education 

Programs at ED – Yesterday Valerie Williams started a new position as Director at the Office of 
Special Education Programs (OSEP) within the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative 
Services at the Department of Education.  Valerie’s knowledge, skills, and wonderful personality 
make her a great fit for this important job! 

• Student loan repayment pause will end on January 31 – Yesterday the White House confirmed 
that it will not extend the current suspension of repayments on federal student loans beyond 
January 31. Since the pandemic hit, federal student loan borrowers have not had to make 
monthly payments. Some Democrats have been pushing the Administration to extend the loan 
relief or cancel some student loan debt entirely. Individual loan servicers may make some 
different decisions, but expect to see more details soon about the restart of federal loan 
repayments on February 1. 

III. Advocacy 
• Hill Teams meetings – CEF’s Hill Teams and Advocacy Committee has been holding meetings in 

the last two weeks with education staffers for members of the Senate Labor-HHS-Education 
Appropriations Subcommittee to encourage action on a fiscal year (FY) 2022 appropriations bill 
with big education funding increases and on the education funding in the reconciliation bill.  Last 
week Jaime Varela reported that Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) supports funding for several 
education programs – he singled out charter and magnet schools, special education, IES, 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities, and Pell grants – but doesn’t support the proposed 
Democratic FY 2022 draft bill and that it is “unclear if the Senate can come together on a 
bipartisan basis” to create a FY 2022 Labor-HHS-Education funding bill. Yesterday Kaitlyn Burt 
reported that Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) also doesn’t support the Democratic 
appropriations bill or the reconciliation bill, but that his education funding priorities include Wi-
Fi on school buses and the e-rate, teacher education and professional development, and 
collaboration between businesses and education, including apprenticeships. Kaitlyn is new to 
handling education for Senator Graham. 

IV. Events 
• Last chance: please take a moment to complete CEF’s short member satisfaction survey – Each 

fall, CEF surveys its membership to ensure we are providing the benefits you want and to ask for 
suggestions for improvement.  The survey will take only a few minutes, and all responses are 
anonymous.  Your feedback will help us tailor our activities, advocacy, and information to what 
you most value.  Please take the time to respond and feel free to comment on areas that were 
not addressed.  Click here to take the survey. 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule -    
• No Friday meetings for the rest of this year – enjoy the holiday break! 



• Friday, January 7 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speaker: Ashling Kelly 
Preston, Senator Tim Scott (R-SC). 

• Friday, January 14 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, January 21 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom quarterly committee meeting.  This is a chance 

for each committee to work on its agenda for the year, and for CEF members to learn more 
about which committee(s) they might like to join. 

• Friday, January 28 – no CEF meeting. 
 
 


