
 

 
Tuesday, February 4, 2020 

  

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• No education funding-related hearings or markups this week – The President will make his State of 
the Union Address to Congress tonight, which could include announcements about new proposals 
for the coming year.  He will release the Administration’s fiscal year 2021 budget request next 
Monday, February 10, which will prompt hearings in many congressional committees about the 
budget for the Department of Education and education-related programs in other agencies. We will 
keep you informed when the Appropriations and education authorizing committee have relevant 
hearings or markups planned, but there is nothing in the works this week. 

• Could appropriations earmarks return? – House Democrats are exploring the possibility of once 
again allowing Members to request funding for specific projects in their district – a.k.a. “earmarks,” 
– in appropriations bills, a process that resulted in more Members eager to support bills that had 
funding guaranteed for their constituents. But the return of earmarks is far from certain; House 
Democrats won’t change their rules to allow them if the Senate Republican majority won’t do the 
same in that chamber, and the Senate leadership has not been favorable to the idea so far. 

• Information about visiting and services for Joel Packer – Below are excerpts from an email from 
Carolyn Henrich that provide information about visiting this weekend, services next week, and a 
plan for a celebration of Joel’s life later this spring.  We have some ideas of a way for CEF members 
to present Carolyn with a symbol of just how much Joel meant to us and to this organization – stay 
tuned.  Here are the details from Carolyn: 

Hello, 

  

Over the past week, I have received so many kind and comforting notes of sympathy on the 
untimely death of my husband, Joel Packer. I have gone through Joel's contacts, and mine, to 
create a group as an efficient way to communicate to everyone, and hope that you will feel free to 
pass the news to others who may still not know.  

  



I apologize if this is the first time you are hearing that Joel had a heart attack and died on January 
25th. We were at the end of a lovely Viking cruise around South America. My daughters joined 
me immediately in Santiago, Chile, to help navigate the US/Chilean processes to bring Joel's 
remains home, and we are now all back in Maryland.  

  

So many people have sent us messages over the past week, and many would like to know of plans 
for services or memorials in Joel's honor, so I am writing to respond to those requests. 

  

On Saturday, February 8, 2020, we will gather at our home in Silver Spring, from noon until 7:00 
p.m. This will be an informal opportunity for friends to get together, share our grief, and 
reminisce about the ways Joel has enriched our lives.  Our address is 418 Neale Court, Silver 
Spring, MD 20901. Our home phone is 301-681-0873 if you need additional information. No 
need to RSVP; if you are able to visit, you are welcome. 
 
On Tuesday or Wednesday, 2/11 or 2/12, we are hoping to have a gathering at Adas Israel 
Temple in Cleveland Park, as a similar remembrance, and I will send another email like this one 
once the details are set. I may need RSVPs for this. 

  

Finally, given more time, my family and friends will be organizing an event in late-April or early-
May at a suitable site in DC, where our friends and family can get together and celebrate Joel's 
amazing life. These details will be communicated as soon as we have a date. 

  

Thank you. 

Sincerely,  

Carolyn 

• NSBAC education poll results – Yesterday the National School Boards Action Center released a 
poll of likely 2020 voters that found a majority support increasing funding for public schools.  Nearly 
two-thirds of those surveyed want to increase education funding, with greater support – about 
three-quarters of those polled – among parents with school-aged children, younger voters, and 
Democrats.  Of those that support increased education funding, about 80 percent thinking 
education funding for public schools should be increased even if that would require them to pay 
more taxes. There poll also included questions on charter schools, satisfaction with schools, voting 
intentions 

• Reminder: CEF 2020 membership renewal is due next week – Thank you to those who have already 
sent in your membership renewal for 2020.  CEF membership runs from January to January, and we 
sent out renewal notices last month, and I’ve attached the form above.  We are excited about our 
plans for this year and look forward to working with you to further increase the federal investment 



in education. Membership dues and the renewal forms and due by February 14.  We will send an 
invoice for the dues once we receive your updated membership form.  

II.  Events 

• Public Schools Week, February 24-28 – The many CEF members who are organizational supporters 
of Public Schools Week invite you to get involved in their activities that week. You can learn about it 
at this website. 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule – 
• Friday, February 7 – 9-11 a.m. at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW, auditorium). Special focus on 

social media: CEF’s plans for the year including highlighting our members’ events, guidance on 
best practices from communications specialists from the American Library Association and the 
National Education Association.  We encourage CEF members to bring their communications 
coworkers to this meeting. 

• Friday, February 14 – 9-11 a.m. at AFT (555 New Jersey Ave, NW, 4th floor).  Guest speaker: 
Frannie Einterz, Rep. Katherine Clark (D-MA). 

• Friday, February 21 – no CEF meeting during Congressional recess. 
• Friday, February 28 – 9-11 a.m. (location and guest speaker TBD). 

 


