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appropriated ED funding

Senate Appropriations Committee Rejects President’s Education Cuts for FY 2026: 
Funding has failed to keep pace with need or Inflation over 16 years

(Department of Education Discretionary Funding in Billions of Dollars)



President’s FY 2026 Budget Requests Huge 
Cut in Education Funding

Requested change in Dept. of Education regular discretionary funding vs. prior year, in billions
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Source: Department of Education 2026 request and budget history tables



Defense Discretionary

Non-Defense Discretionary

- excluding education

NDD - just education

Mandatory - Social Security

Other Mandatory

Mandatory - Net Interest

2%

Education Accounts for Less Than 
2% of Regular Federal Spending



Majority of voters want to increase federal 

education funding

18%
10%

24%
39%

Increase ED Funding Cut ED Funding Keep it the same
Increase, even if it meant you would pay more in taxes

59%

Source: All4Edpoll conducted Oct. 30-Nov. 5, 2024 

https://all4ed.org/publication/voters-views-on-education-in-2024/



Education Pays: More Education       

Leads to Higher Wages and Employment


