
 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• Coronavirus implications for education and funding needs – As more schools and universities are 
temporarily closing or moving to online-only education, the impacts to education and the additional 
federal assistance needs will become clearer. Below are some information resources: 

o Senate Democrats COVID-19 Economic and Community Services Proposals – Senate 
Democrats are proposing a number of measures (see attached PDF) to help with the 
economic impacts.  They include three items directly related to education disruptions: 1) 
provide schools more flexibility to serve meals during school closures; 2) federal funds for 
child care providers, schools, and higher education institutions to keep facilities safe; and 3) 
support college students at impacted institutions with needed housing, transportation, child 
care, and Pell grant eligibility when colleges are closed. 

o White House seeking tax relief – Tax legislation must originate in the House, and 
Democratic leaders there are not receptive to the Administration’s proposals for economic 
stimulus in the form of a payroll tax holiday. 

o House seeking targeted aid – House Democrats are working to quickly craft a package – 
maybe finalized today – that could include free coronavirus testing, paid leave for those 
affected by the epidemic, expanded food subsidies, and expanded federal unemployment 
insurance program, among other topics. 

o List of school districts closing – Education Week is tracking school districts that are closed. It 
has a map and list here. 

o List of colleges closed or offering online-only classes – Bryan Alexander at Georgetown 
University is crowd-sourcing a list of colleges and universities that are closing temporarily or 
offering courses online only.  

o Department of Education (ED) guidance – ED has a Coronavirus page here. ED issued 
guidance for complying with Higher Education Act policies here.  

• Congress blocks “Borrower Defense Rule” – Today the Senate voted to block ED’s revised Borrower 
Defense to Repayment Rule that would have made it harder to have loans forgiven if students were 
defrauded by their college (i.e., their college closed before granting a degree or certificate, their 
college made deceptive claims about credits or job placement prospects, etc.).  The House already 
voted to disapprove of the rule.  The Administration in February issued a Statement of 



Administration Policythat laid out the reasons that the President’s “advisors would recommend that 
he veto” the legislation.  Today’s Senate vote did not have a veto-proof margin. 

II.  Advocacy 

• Reminder: sign on the community letter urging an increase for Labor-HHS-Education bill funding – 
More than 200 organizations have already signed onto the letter that CEF, the Coalition for Health 
Funding, Coalition on Human Needs, and Campaign to Invest in America’s 
Workforce are circulating to ask Congress to increase funding for Labor-HHS Appropriations 
Subcommittees (the letter is available at the sign-up link below). We urge all CEF members to sign 
the letter and to share it with your networks.  This letter about the Subcommittee’s 302(b) 
allocation is an excellent opportunity to show lawmakers the strength of support for The People's 
Bill," which provides virtually all federal education funding.  CLICK HERE to sign on: deadline is April 
3. 

III.  Events 

• CEF’s upcoming Friday morning meetings – 
• Friday, March 13 – 9-11 a.m. at NEA (1201 16th St, NW, News Conference Room).  Guest 

speaker: Bill Cordes, U.S. Department of Education (head of the Division of Elementary, 
Secondary, and Vocational Analysis and acting division director for Special Education, 
Rehabilitation, Research, and Postsecondary Analysis Division). 

• Friday, March 20 – no CEF meeting during Congressional recess. 
• March 24 – CEF call-in day to urge the House to increase education funding.  We are setting up 

an 800 number to call House members, and will provide a sample script for you to adapt and 
share with your grassroots networks.  

• Friday, March 27 – 9-11 a.m. at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW, auditorium).  Guest speaker 
TBD. 

• Wednesday, April 1 – Hill briefing to release CEF’s budget book, 9:30-11:30am in 216 Hart 
Senate Office Building. Speaker details coming soon. 

• Friday, April 3 – 9-11 a.m. at Georgetown Law School, 600 New Jersey Ave, NW, room 200 
McDonough Hall (this is a different room than we have used before).  Guest speaker TBD. 

• Friday, April 10 – no CEF meeting during Congressional recess. 
• Friday, April 17 – no CEF meeting during Congressional recess. 

 


