
 
Monday, March 16, 2020 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• Coronavirus summary info (attached) – American Continental Group (ACG) has started doing a daily 
update memo that includes the latest from the Administration and Congress, macro statistics, and 
business and community news and notes. While this memo is not education specific, we think it 
might be useful to our members as there is information in there that may help you communicate 
with your own institutions and networks. Today’s memo is attached.  We will start adding this 
memo to our regular CEF Update through the duration of the coronavirus crisis. 

• Coronavirus response – Rumors and misinformation are flying around, including a much-forwarded 
hoax that there are imminent plans for the President to order a two-week mandatory quarantine 
under the Stafford Act.  We’re hearing from Administration sources that they are NOT currently 
considering plans to ban domestic travel or close down businesses.  Announcements of changes in 
local or statewide policy are coming quickly, but look only to the leaders, not the rumors – it’s all 
upsetting enough without needlessly panicking.  More schools and universities are closing or moving 
to online-only education, with far-ranging impacts on near-term and longer term education needs 
and needs for teachers, staff, and others involved in providing educational services.  

o House-passed bill – Last week the House passed a stimulus bill – that apparently needs 
some technical fixes – that the Senate has yet to act on.  (Congress already enacted a first 
response measure, which provided $8.3 billion primarily for health-related measures 
including funding for treatment and response.)  H.R. 6201, the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act, creates a program to provide sick and quarantined workers at small and mid-
sized businesses with two weeks of emergency paid leave and provides tax credits for 
employers to provide up to three months of paid time off for protracted absences from 
work due to the pandemic.  Businesses with more than 500 employees are not included, and 
businesses with fewer than 50 employees can apply for an exemption to not have to pay for 
the leave if it would jeopardize the business’s viability. The bill provides $1 billion in grant 
funding to help states manage and expand their unemployment insurance programs during 
the COVID-19 crisis; funds for free coronavirus testing; funding for enhanced food security 
initiatives, including SNAP, student meals, seniors nutrition and food banks; and additional 
federal funding for Medicaid.   

o Next steps – Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) noted “that this bill must only 
be the beginning of Congress’s efforts to support our nation’s economy and stand with 
American families.”  The White House is working on an executive order that could include 
“Buy America” policies in response efforts, focus on spurring innovation and research, and 
deregulation of Food and Drug Administration and Environmental Protection Agency policies 
that could make it more difficult to site and operate facilities in the United States. 



• Information resources on coronavirus implications for education – Below are some information 
resources: 

o List of school districts closing – Education Week is tracking school districts that are closed. It 
has a map and list here.  Many school districts are individually posting where students can 
come pick up to-go meals, as a replacement for the breakfast and lunch some students 
previously got at their school. 

o List of colleges closed or offering online-only classes – Bryan Alexander at Georgetown 
University is crowd-sourcing a list of colleges and universities that are closing temporarily or 
offering courses online only.  

o Department of Education (ED) guidance – ED has a Coronavirus page here. ED issued 
guidance for complying with Higher Education Act policies here.  

• Regular fiscal year 2021 funding bills – While Congress is working on emergency responses to the 
coronavirus, the Appropriations Committees are still working on the regular fiscal year (FY) 2021 
funding bills.  Before the pandemic hit, the House had set a goal of passing all government funding 
bills before July 4, while the Senate was had a later and less ambitious timeline.  That original goal 
will slip, but that isn’t likely to affect the ultimate timeline for enactment of FY 2021 bills, which was 
always assumed to occur in a lame duck session after the November election.  But we’re told that 
work is proceeding in the House, so we will continue to make the case for education funding 
increases, which will be needed more than ever following all the school and education disruptions 
right now.  It’s likely that Congress will have in mind new issues that have arisen – internet access, 
access to school-provided food, counseling and other health services needed, impacts on student 
aid eligibility and repayment ability, etc. – as they work on the funding bills for next year. 

II.  Advocacy 

• Reminder: sign on the community letter urging an increase for Labor-HHS-Education bill funding – 
More than 200 organizations have already signed onto the letter that CEF, the Coalition for Health 
Funding, Coalition on Human Needs, and Campaign to Invest in America’s 
Workforce are circulating to ask Congress to increase funding for Labor-HHS Appropriations 
Subcommittees (the letter is available at the sign-up link below). We urge all CEF members to sign 
the letter and to share it with your networks.  This letter about the Subcommittee’s 302(b) 
allocation is an excellent opportunity to show lawmakers the strength of support for The People's 
Bill," which provides virtually all federal education funding.  CLICK HERE to sign on: deadline is April 
3. 

• CEF social media Member of the Week: Afterschool Alliance – This week CEF highlighted the 
Afterschool Alliance as our Member of the Week on Twitter and Instagram, noting its online 
Afterschool for All Challenge taking place on Wednesday.  Clearly, many plans are in flux, with 
events being cancelled or transformed into online advocacy.  If you have something you’d like us to 
highlight – either online advocacy or something ongoing that isn’t place-related – please submit the 
information at this link so that we can highlight them and your organization on social media.  Our 
goal is to garner more attention to the advocacy, cross-pollinating among our members’ 
networks.  We will be in touch with you as we get close to your event to get your material - language 
and images – that we can use and then link to your own sites. 



III.  Events 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule –   We are exploring how best to provide remote access to virtual 
meetings for the near future.  We had no Friday meeting planned for this week, while Congress was 
set to be in recess.  We will be in touch with details about future virtual meetings.  

 


