
 
  

Wednesday, March 20, 2019 
  

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News 

  
• Education-related congressional hearings next week – House Committees have now scheduled a 

number of hearings for next week, including two education-related ones:  

o Department of Education Secretary Betsy DeVos will be testifying on the President’s 
education budget request before the House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Tuesday, March 26, at 10:15am.  The hearing is in room 2358-C Rayburn 
House Office Building. 

o The House Education and Labor Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce 
Investment will hold a hearing on Innovations in Expanding Registered Apprenticeship 
Programs on Wednesday, March 27, at 10:15am in 2175 Rayburn House Office Building. 

• Plan for House appropriations action – A schedule and plan for moving appropriations bills through 
the House is starting to take shape.  From what we’ve heard and read in the press, House Democrats 
hope to starting making up fiscal year (FY) 2020 appropriations bills at the end of April and bundle 
several together for floor action.  The first five bills may be for Labor-HHS-Education, Defense, and 
Legislative Branch, Military Construction-VA, and the Energy and Water; these five were the only 
ones enacted on time last year.  Last year the Defense and the Labor-HHS-Education bills were 
enacted as a package, one designed to include top priorities for both Democrats and 
Republicans.  Democrats may do that again this year, which would boost the chances of education 
funding being enacted before the start of FY 2020 on October 1, providing the certainty and 
planning time envisioned for the budget process.   

• Early plan to raise discretionary caps – CQ is reporting that if the House Budget Committee does 
not mark up a FY 2020 budget resolution, it may mark up a bill to raise the defense and non-defense 
discretionary (NDD) spending caps for the upcoming fiscal year(and likely also for FY 2021, the last 
year of the discretionary caps).  Absent congressional action to change them, the existing caps 
require steep and unrealistic cuts for FY 2020, and would not be a useful top line for the House and 
Senate Appropriations Committees  to use in allocating totals for the 12 government spending 
bills.  The conventional wisdom has been that Congress is unlikely to enact new caps until the fall, 
but it would be helpful if the negotiations started sooner rather than later. 

• White House announces its priorities for Higher Education Act reauthorization – This week 
the Administration published a five-page overview of its principles for reauthorization of the Higher 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/HEA-Principles.pdf


Education Act, which Congress plans to consider this session.  One proposal that got a lot of 
attention would cap Parent and Grad Plus loans (the limit isn’t specified) as an effort to limit student 
debt.  Senate HELP Committee Chairman Alexander (R-TN) did not comment on the specifics, just 
said it was “helpful to have these suggestions” while Ranking Member Murray (D-WA) criticized the 
Administration’s proposal as “hurting students by reducing the amount of federal aid.”  Other 
principles outlined in the Administration paper are to: 

o Reorient the accreditation process to focus on student outcomes 
o Increase innovation in the education marketplace 
o Better align education to the needs of today’s workforce – this includes expanding Pell 

Grant eligibility to pay for short-term certificate- and credential-granting programs and 
changing the Federal Work Study program into one that supports workforce opportunities 
(this is part of the President’s FY 2020 budget request, which cuts funding for the program 
by $630 million (56 percent). 

o Increase institutional accountability – the proposal does not provide any details. 
o Accelerate program completion 
o Support Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) – The President’s budget 

freezes funding for HBCUs while eliminating or cutting funding for other institutional 
development programs. 

o Simplify student aid – The President’s budget consolidates existing student loan repayment 
plans, eliminates subsidized loans to low-income undergraduates and the Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness program.  All told, the President’s budget cuts student loan programs by 
$207 billion over ten years – almost every penny of that would mean increased costs to 
borrowers. 

o Support returning citizens 
o Give prospective students more meaningful and useful information about schools and 

programs   

  

II. Advocacy  

• Hill Teams congressional visits for April – We’re requesting 16 more Hill meetings, all with the 
Senate Republicans on the Labor-HHS-Education Appropriation Subcommittee, and the new 
majority members of the Senate HELP and House Education and Labor Committee that we haven’t 
already visited.  Once meetings are confirmed, we’ll send an email to members of our Hill Teams 
and Advocacy Committee with an invitation to participate.   

• Last call - sign-on letter with other coalitions supporting Labor-HHS-Education funding – We 
encourage CEF members to sign onto a letter asking Congress to provide a strong funding allocation 
for the House and Senate Labor-HHS Appropriations Subcommittees. Thanks to the almost 50 CEF 
members that have already signed the letter that CEF is circulating in conjunction with the Coalition 
for Health Funding, Coalition on Human Needs, and Campaign to Invest in America’s Workforce. This 
letter about the Subcommittee’s 302(b) allocation is an excellent opportunity to show lawmakers 
the strength of support for “The People's Bill,” which provides virtually all federal education funding. 
(For more background information, see the CEF Update from Friday, March 1). To sign, click here.  

III.  Events 

https://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/chairman-alexander-statement-on-white-house-higher-education-reform-proposal
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• CEF Hill briefing to release our budget book on May 9 – All CEF members are invited to attend our 
Hill briefing to release CEF’s annual budget book on Thursday, May 9, from 10-11:30am.  The Hill 
Teams and Advocacy Committee is working on the briefing, where we will have a panel of 
practitioners representing the education continuum from states that have Members of Congress 
who play a crucial role in education and funding decisions.  More details to come soon. 

  
• CEF Gala on September 18 – Please save the date for CEF’s 50th anniversary gala and legislative 

conference on September 18! The reception and banquet will be at the Hotel Intercontinental-The 
Wharf (it’s a beautiful space, with a free shuttle to the L’Enfant Plaza metro stop), and we’ll hold our 
annual legislative conference on Capitol Hill that same afternoon. We’ve got information up on 
our gala webpage, with details about this year’s sponsorship benefits, tickets, and program ads here. 
We’ll be providing more information in the coming months, but meanwhile please reach out with 
any questions, or if you know you’d like to be a sponsor! 

  
• CEF’s schedule for the coming month – 

• Friday, Mar. 22 – 9-11am, Quarterly Committee meeting at University of California (1608 Rhode 
Island Ave, NW, auditorium).  We hope everyone will come – this is your chance to help plan 
CEF’s upcoming research meetings, advocacy events, the gala, and membership development.  

• Friday, Mar. 29 – No CEF meeting. 
• Friday, April 5 – 9-11am, at NEA (1201 16th ST, NW, News Conference Room, 1st floor). Guest 

speaker: Ashli Palmer, Director of Floor Operations, House Majority Whip James Clyburn (D-SC). 
• Friday, April 12 – 9-11am, at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW, auditorium). Guest speaker: TBD. 
• Friday, April 19 – No CEF meeting during Congressional recess. 
• Friday, April 26 – No CEF meeting during Congressional recess. 

  
My best, 

  
       Sheryl 
  
 

https://cef.org/events/
https://cef.org/wp-content/uploads/2019-Gala-flyer.pdf

