
 
Monday, March 23, 2020 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• CEF’s budget book: PDF version coming to you soon – We have postponed the Hill briefing planned 
for April 1 and hope to hold a briefing once that is possible.  Meanwhile, we will email you a PDF 
version of the Budget Book and share it also with the key Hill staff, likely by early next week.  As 
usual, we will post it on the members section of the CEF website immediately and later in the year 
will share it on the public website.  All the charts will be available to the public to download.  The 
budget book is a valuable resource for all who are working on education funding and represents a 
lot of great work from our members.  This year it also includes 10 online videos highlighting the 
impact of various programs – messages we think are important in letting Congress know how the 
federal investments impacts students, teachers, and the community. 

o Getting access to the CEF member page - CEF members who don’t already have access to 
the Member page can fill in their email and create a password, and we will approve it as 
long as your email address is one that we can recognize as belonging to a CEF member.  If 
you are registering with a personal account that isn’t recognizable, please tell me the email 
address you are using so I know to approve it.  This page is where we post job listings, the 
CEF directory, and where you can make online payments, including for CEF dues. 

• What’s happening today on federal coronavirus relief – Senate leaders are still working to revise 
their Phase 3 coronavirus relief bill that failed to get initial approval yesterday. House leadership 
plan to introduce its own bill today. Different parts of the education community are pressing for 
much more relief than was in the Senate bill (described in last night’s CEF Update). 

o Higher education – Colleges are laying out a request for at least $50 billion in emergency 
aid.  A number of House Democrats are circulating a letter asking for student loan debt 
cancellation and other relief, beyond the couple of months of forbearance the 
Administration has announced already. 

o PreK-12 education – Many are asking for extra assistance for the main formula grant 
programs in addition to any general relief funding. 

II. CEF Friday meetings via Zoom  

• Friday, March 27, 9:30-11:00am – We will hold CEF’s Friday meetings via the Zoom app, where you 
can join from a phone or computer, either with just audio or also with video that shows you and the 



other participants.  We are still working to confirm a guest speaker, but will have plenty to talk 
about!  Below are the links to join and information for those who have not used Zoom before.   

o Link to join: https://zoom.us/j/782023564?pwd=OHA3Qk5pZGpnRTBlUE0wZHBwZlU0dz09 
o Meeting ID: 782 023 564 
o Password: 327372 
One tap mobile: 

+13126266799,,782023564# US (Chicago) 
+16465588656,,782023564# US (New York) 

Dial by your location 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

How to use Zoom: To join the meeting you will need to have a Zoom account, which you can create 

for free by downloading the   app.  Once you have a Zoom account, go 
to https://zoom.us/join and enter the meeting ID  and password above.  Before joining the meeting 
you’ll be asked if you want to join by audio-only or with video and audio.  The screen will show 
everyone who is in the conference, either as a small box with the video of the participant or just 
their name if they are audio-only (you can switch back and forth if you’d like). 

o The person speaking will be in a big box in the middle. 
o We will have all participants on mute to reduce background noise.   
o Raise hand – If you’d like to be recognized to say something, click on “participants” and then on 

“raise hand” and we can unmute your feed. 
o If you’re using the video option, it is best if you are not sitting in front of a window or a big light, 

as it will make it hard for us to see you. 

III. ACG coronavirus summary memo 

• Memo attached and inserted below – American Continental Group (ACG) is producing a morning 
and an evening coronavirus update memo that includes the latest from the Administration and 
Congress, macro statistics, and business and community news and notes.  We will send the memo 
every morning and evening; the one from this morning is attached and inserted below.  

 
March 23, 2020 

ACG Coronavirus Morning Update 
OVERVIEW 
  



• The number of deaths world-wide surpassed 15,000, with more than 320,000 confirmed cases. 
The U.S. has the third-highest number of cases with over 35,000 confirmed cases and more than 
470 deaths. President Donald Trump approved a major disaster declaration for California, New 
York and Washington.   

RESOURCES 
• Summary of Revised “CARES” Act 
• Senate Republican Draft Bill  
• Coronavirus International Travel Updates and A Guide to State Coronavirus Lockdowns 
• COVID-19 Treatment and Vaccine Tracker 
• Guidance on the Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce  
• Summary of Families First Coronavirus Response Act (H.R. 6201)  
• List of House Democrats Coronavirus staff points of contact 
• List of canceled events and public gatherings in the U.S. (updated daily) 

  
ADMINISTRATION 
  

• President Donald Trump approved a major disaster declaration and activated National Guard 
units for California, New York and Washington.  The disaster declaration will release federal 
funding for crisis counseling, legal services, food stamps and unemployment compensation. 
During Sunday night’s press conference Trump announced the supply of “4 large federal medical 
stations, with 1,000 beds for New York; 8 large federal medical stations, with 2,000 beds for 
California; and 3 large federal medical stations and 4 small federal medical stations, with 1,000 
beds for the state of Washington.” 
  

• Trump revealed the Covid-19 High Performance Computing Consortium, a partnership that 
includes IBM, Department of Energy national laboratories, Alphabet Inc.’s Google Cloud, 
Amazon.com Inc.’s Amazon Web Services, Microsoft Corp., and others. The U.S. government 
and IBM are giving researchers access to at least 16 supercomputers to facilitate the discovery of 
vaccines and drugs to treat coronavirus. Researchers will be able to submit coronavirus-related 
projects through a website and representatives from the consortium will approve the projects 
based on the feasibility and rate of impact. 
  

• Earlier this month, Trump issued an executive order invoking the Defense Production Act. 
During yesterday’s press conference, Trump said enough companies were volunteering to 
manufacture masks and other protective gear, so mandating production of supplies was not 
necessary. Trump also said that Ford Motor Co, General Motors Co, and Tesla Inc will produce 
ventilators and other items needed during the coronavirus outbreak. He also announced that 
“Honeywell will immediately expand its personal protective equipment manufacturing operations 
in Rhode Island to produce millions of additional N-95 masks.” 

  
CONGRESS 

• On Sunday night, the Senate failed to clear a key procedural vote to advance the Phase 3 
coronavirus relief bill. On a 47-47 vote, the measure did not receive the 60 votes needed to 
advance the bill for further consideration. Democratic lawmakers are pushing for more controls 
on the Exchange Stabilization Fund, unemployment insurance support, funding for hospitals, and 
a State Stabilization Fund to help state and local governments. During his floor remarks, Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) distressed that, “The American people are watching 
this spectacle. I’m told the futures market is down 5 percent. I’m also told that’s when trading 
stops. So the notion that we have time to play games here with the American economy and the 



American people is utterly absurd.” The Senate will convene at the noon today to reconsider the 
failed cloture motion on the shell bill. To hold cloture, it will take two procedural votes that are 
not debatable and will be at a simple majority threshold. The first vote will be a Motion to 
Proceed on the Motion to Reconsider. The second vote will be a Motion to Reconsider, which 
will get them to the third vote; cloture to advance the shell bill. The third vote or the Motion to 
Proceed to the shell bill will need 60 votes to advance. The most recent Senate draft legislation 
can be found here and a summary here. 

  
• Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) announced that the House will move ahead with its own economic 

stimulus bill after congressional leaders failed to reach a deal earlier Sunday. Pelosi indicated that 
the two sides are “still talking,” while clarifying that Monday is McConnell’s self-imposed 
deadline for a vote. “It’s on the Senate side because that’s their deadline for a vote,” Pelosi said. 
“We'll be introducing our own bill and hopefully it will be compatible.” 

  
Health Care 
  

• Gilead has temporality stopped giving patients access to remdesivir, an experimental drug taken 
against coronavirus, due to “overwhelming demand.” Remdesivir is being studied in five large 
clinical trials and is currently made available to patients through a process called “compassionate 
use.” The company has provided emergency access to several hundred patients in the United 
States, Europe, and Japan. 

 


