
 
Thursday, March 26, 2020 

I. CEF activities 

• CEF Friday meetings via Zoom – CEF will be holding its regular Friday morning meetings via Zoom 
starting tomorrow until guidance again allows in-person meetings.  There was detailed information 
in the first CEF Update on March 23 about how to download the app and participate, and we’ll 
include it in the agenda sent around later today.  We normally don’t meet when Congress is in 
recess, but we’re reassessing the schedule – we want to keep providing opportunities to share 
information, hear from Hill staff (once they have recovered from this sprinted marathon of 
legislative drafting), and keep our network strong. 

• Research briefings - CEF’s Research Committee is working on pulling together additional briefings on 
timely topics during the disruption in the regular appropriations cycle (well, really during the 
disruption in regular life!). 

• Budget book – We hope to have the PDF version ready to share with you tomorrow or on 
Monday.  We will send it electronically and post it on the “Member area” on the CEF website.  We 
will reschedule the Hill briefing with practitioners once Congress is focusing on FY 2021 
appropriations again and when it is safe to get together. 

• Sharing CEF member resources on Twitter – CEF Twitter (@edfunding – you should follow it!) has 
been tweeting about our members’ coronavirus response resources.  If you have a webinar, 
webpage, or other materials that would be helpful to the broader education community, send me 
an email with the link and information for us to share with our 7,600 followers.  

II. Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• What’s next for this bill, and next steps – Last night the Senate unanimously approved the giant 
coronavirus relief bill, and the House will vote on it tomorrow morning.  It is expected to pass.  This 
is the third bill providing emergency responses, and by far the largest at an estimated $2.2 trillion 
(for comparison, the entire federal budget last year was $4.4 trillion).  It has about $31 billion in 
supplemental fiscal year (FY) 2020 funding for the Department of Education plus more for education 
programs in other agencies, the biggest of which are the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
and Head Start in the Department of Health and Human Services.  See the links below for details of 
the bill.  Some of the biggest items for education are: 

o funding to aid schools (public and private) in providing educational and other services while 
they are physically closed and to disinfect; 



o Funding for institutions of higher education to backfill for lost revenue and to provide 
emergency grants to college students impacted by the pandemic; 

o a six-month moratorium on payments, interest accrual, and collection action on student 
loans under the Direct Loan program; 

o continuation of student aid grants and public service loan forgiveness this semester even 
when work and education is interrupted; and 

o authority for the Secretary of Education to waive Elementary and Secondary Education 
provisions and Maintenance of Efforts requirements for states. 

  
• Final text of the Senate relief bill and summaries – Below are links to the text and various 

summaries from Congressional sources: 
o Final bill text for Division A (everything but appropriations) and Division B (the 

appropriations section of the bill) – Also attached as a pdf.  This is slightly changed from 
what was sent around 8:30pm yesterday as the supposedly final bill. 

o Section-by-Section description of Division A 
o One-pager on HELP Committee provisions - from Majority Committee staff 
o Two summaries of the appropriations section (Division B) – from Senate Appropriations 

Committee Majorityand Minority staffs  
  

 


