
 
Tuesday, March 3, 2020 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• Contentious hearing last week with Education Secretary DeVos – Last week Education Secretary 
Betsy DeVos testified about the Administration’s fiscal year (FY) 2021 education budget in a 
contentious hearing of the House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee.  Democrats 
and some Republicans expressed opposition to the budget’s proposal to eliminate funding streams 
for 29 separate K-12 programs and consolidate their purposes into one block grant that has 20% less 
funding than the programs currently receive.  The acrimony centered less around funding issues 
directly and more about the Department’s actions and intent in prevention discrimination and 
disparate treatment for students of color and LGBTQ students.   

• Administration testifying this week on the FY 2021 education-related budget – This week brings 
more hearings in various Appropriations Subcommittees (25 on the House side!) on the 
Administration’s budget request for education-related topics.  The hearings include: 

o National Institutes of Health – House Labor-HHS-Education Subcommittee tomorrow, 
March 4 at 10am.  Webcast here. 

o Department of Treasury – Financial Services and General Government Subcommittee (this 
has the Administration’s request for a new tax credit to support scholarships primarily for 
private schools) also on Wednesday, March 4 at 10am.  Webcast here. 

o Department of Education – Secretary DeVos will testify before the Senate Labor-HHS-
Education Subcommittee on Thursday, March 5, at 10am, in 124 Dirksen Senate Office 
Building.  Webcast here. 

• CEF social media Member of the Week: YMCA – CEF highlighted the YMCA of the USA as our second 
Member of the Week on Twitter and Instagram: @edfunding noting its advocacy meetings with 
Members of Congress this week.  We’re asking you to submit information about your upcoming 
events – advocacy days, fly-ins, conferences, briefings, etc., – at this link so that we can highlight 
them and your organization on social media.  Our goal is to garner more attention to the advocacy, 
cross-pollinating among our members’ networks.  We will be in touch with you as we get close to 
your event to get your material - language and images – that we can use and then link to your own 
sites. 

II.  Events 

• CEF’s upcoming Friday morning meetings – 



• Friday, March 6 – 9-11 a.m. at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW, auditorium).  Guest speaker: 
Adam Tanga, office of Del. Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan (Northern Mariana Islands), Chair of 
Education and Labor Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary and Secondary Education. 

• Friday, March 13 – 9-11 a.m. at NEA (1201 16th St, NW, News Conference Room).  Guest 
speaker: Bill Cordes, U.S. Department of Education (head of the Division of Elementary, 
Secondary, and Vocational Analysis and acting division director for Special Education, 
Rehabilitation, Research, and Postsecondary Analysis Division). 

• Friday, March 20 – no CEF meeting during Congressional recess. 
• Late March (date TBD) – CEF call-in day to urge Congress to increase education funding.  We are 

working on setting up 800 numbers for the House and Senate and will provide a sample script 
with time for you to adapt it for your networks and share in advance.  

• Friday, March 27 – 9-11 a.m. at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW, auditorium).  Guest speaker 
TBD. 

• Wednesday, April 1 (tentative) – Hill briefing to release CEF’s budget book.  Details coming 
soon. 

  
 


