
 

 
  

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 
  

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 
 

• Next steps for budget and appropriations – We’re in a holding pattern right now.  The next item on 
the budget calendar is the release of the President’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 budget, with the summary 
parts to be released next week, with full budget details likely the following week.  Congress will start 
producing its FY 2020 budget and appropriations legislation shortly thereafter, with the House 
possibly marking up a budget resolution in early April.  As there is not a great likelihood of a budget 
resolution conference agreement with split control of Congress, the next step would be for the 
House and Senate to pass legislation deeming a discretionary funding total for the year.  Such a 
“deemer” does not change the very low sequester-level caps on defense and non-defense 
discretionary (NDD) that are set in law, but do allow the appropriations process to begin in the 
absence of a budget resolution.  The caps need to be changed in legislation that gets signed into law, 
and there is widespread congressional support for raising the caps, which together require $126 
billion in cuts below the FY 2019 enacted level.  It’s possible that the House and Senate will deem 
different totals, meaning that the House and Senate appropriations bills may have quite different 
totals, making conferences very unlikely until a budget agreement is reached – and that isn’t likely 
until the fall.   

• Education Secretary DeVos proposes tax credits to support private school scholarships  -- on 
Thursday, Education Secretary Betsy DeVos announced a proposal to create “Education Freedom 
Scholarships” through a new tax credit of up to $5 billion per year to support private and public 
school choice.  Taxpayers would get a 100% federal tax credit to offset their contributions to state-
sponsored K-12 scholarship funds that could support private school tuition. The Department of 
Education has a webpage with more information about the proposal, which we expect to be a 
cornerstone of the President’s FY 2020 education budget request.   
 

• FYI – education and budget-related hearings this week – There are two education or budget-
related hearings this week: 

o House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee, “Protecting Student 
Borrowers: Loan Servicing Oversight,” on Wednesday, March 6, at 10:30am in 2358-C 
Rayburn House Office Building.  Witnesses are listed here, and hearing webcast will 
be here.   

o House Budget Committee, “FY 2020 Members’ Day,” on Wednesday, March 6, at 10am in 
210 Cannon House Office Building (Members of Congress can come testify about their own 
budget priorities).  

https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/trump-administration-unveils-plan-historic-investment-americas-students-through-education-freedom-scholarships
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/trump-administration-unveils-plan-historic-investment-americas-students-through-education-freedom-scholarships
https://sites.ed.gov/freedom/?src=press-release
https://appropriations.house.gov/legislation/hearings/protecting-student-borrowers-loan-servicing-oversight
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FG_hd7CbNWU&feature=youtu.be


II. Advocacy  

• Sign-on letter with other coalitions – CEF, in conjunction with the Coalition for Health Funding, 
Coalition on Human Needs, and Campaign to Invest in America’s Workforce, is circulating our 
annual sign-on letter to secure a strong funding allocation for the House and Senate Labor-HHS 
Appropriations Subcommittees. We urge all CEF members to consider signing the letter and to share 
it with your networks.  This letter about the Subcommittee’s 302(b) allocation is an excellent 
opportunity to show lawmakers the strength of support for “The People's Bill,” which provides 
virtually all federal education funding. (For more background information, see the CEF Update from 
Friday, March 1).  The deadline for signing is March 15.  To sign, click here.   

• CEF Hill Teams meetings last week – On Thursday CEF Hill Teams members concluded the final 3 of 
9 Hill meetings we held over two weeks with new members of the House Education and Labor 
Committee and the Senate HELP Committee. Mahyar Sorour reports that Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-MN) is 
focusing on higher education affordability including Public Service Loan Forgiveness, as well as K-12 
formula grant programs and Title IX.  Abbas Alawieh offered that Rep. Andy Levin (D-MI) is 
interested in hearing about opportunities to lead on education-related appropriations 
letters.  Joanne Stiles said that Rep. Joe Morelle (D-NY) takes a holistic approach to education that 
focuses on the many issues affecting student achievement, and is particularly interested in early 
childhood education.  Next up this week is a meeting for CEF officers with Kathryn Salmon, the new 
education staffer for House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee Ranking Member 
Tom Cole (R-OK).  We will give the Hill Teams a brief break, and then turn to requesting meetings 
with the remaining new members of both education committees.   

III.  Events 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule – 
• Friday, Mar. 8 – 9-11am, at NEA (1201 16th ST, NW, News Conference Room, 1st floor).  Guest 

speaker: Jonathan Antista, House Budget Committee. 
• Friday, Mar. 15 – 9-11am, at Georgetown Law School (600 New Jersey Ave, NW, Room 200 

McDonough Hall).  Guest speaker: Conor Sheehey, Sen. Tim Scott (R-SC). 
• Friday, Mar. 22 – 9-11am, Quarterly Committee meeting at University of California (1608 Rhode 

Island Ave, NW, auditorium). 
• Friday, Mar. 29 – No CEF meeting. 
• Friday, April 5 – 9-11am, at NEA (1201 16th ST, NW, News Conference Room, 1st floor).  Guest 

speaker: TBD 
  

My best, 
 

       Sheryl 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdRxWzn7JpCFRjVynxVLvLFmU-uJEPWW0oH-urdsdZbNqV9fw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdRxWzn7JpCFRjVynxVLvLFmU-uJEPWW0oH-urdsdZbNqV9fw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1

