
 
Tuesday, April 14, 2020 

I. The Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• Overview - outlook for congressional action – The Senate will be back in pro-forma session on 
Thursday and could pass a “CARES 2.0” bill if there is bipartisan support for a bill that provides 
additional coronavirus relief resources for businesses, state and local governments, and 
hospitals.  Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and Senate Minority Leader Schumer (D-NY) are negotiating 
without Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY), who has wanted to do a bill that only replenishes 
the Paycheck Protection Program for small businesses, and deal with other issues in a future 
bill.  Congressional Democrats yesterday released a joint statement outlining their goals for the next 
relief measure.  The House and Senate have announced that neither plans to meet in regular session 
before May 4, but the House could consider Senate-passed legislation under unanimous consent 
without calling Representatives back. However, if a Member objects, they would need time for 
Representatives to travel to DC to vote in person.  We’re hearing that even May 4 may be optimistic 
for a date to restart regular congressional action.  The House is exploring ways for committees to 
hold hearings and conduct work remotely. 

• House Appropriations Subcommittees have their FY 2021 allocations – Separate from relief 
measures, House Appropriations Committee chair Nita Lowey (D-NY) has given allocations to the 12 
subcommittee chairs for their fiscal year (FY) 2021 government funding bills; the levels have not 
been made public and we usually would not expect to know them until the first full Committee 
markup of a bill, when the Committee has to vote to approve all the “302(b)” suballocations.  As you 
will recall, the cap on discretionary spending for FY 2021 is barely above a freeze at the current FY 
2020 level for both defense and non-defense funding, even though needs will clearly be greater as 
the country struggles to recover economically and physically from the pandemic.  I expect that the 
allocation for the Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill will be only marginally above the FY 2021 
level.  Members from both parties have said they want to include extra emergency funding, which is 
not subject to the caps, or to pass legislation amending the caps to allow for necessary spending 
related to the pandemic.  The Subcommittee staffs and members will draft bills from home, but plan 
to hold the markups in person when Congress reconvenes.  

• Senate appropriations outlook - The Senate is on a slower pace for FY 2021 appropriations.  We’re 
hearing that the subcommittee allocations will be basically frozen at current levels, signally no 
significant shift in priorities (for instance, no push to fund a border wall by cutting funding for other 
non-defense needs).  While they are aiming to have bills ready by mid-May, it’s more likely that the 
Senate will start marking up bills in subcommittee in June.  Even before the pandemic, it was widely 
assumed that Congress would need to pass a short-term extension of government funding before 
the end of the fiscal year on September 30, with final action after the November election. 



II.  Advocacy 

• #HearOurEdStories Week starts on Monday – Next week is “#HearOurEdStories Week” on social 
media and we encourage you to share CEF’s social media toolkit with your networks in 
advance.  (Sheryl’s CEF Update on April 13 includes sample tweets and charts you could use, along 
with all the background information.)  This is an important time for people to let their Members of 
Congress know why education funding is important in their lives and to urge Congress to increase 
education investments in the next coronavirus response measure and the fiscal year 2021 Labor-
HHS-Education appropriations bill. 

III.  Events 

• Friday, April 24, 9:30-11:00am – CEF Research Briefing: Mental Health Needs and Resources for 
the Education Community in the Pandemic. 
via Zoom, Meeting ID: 471 542 189, Password: 068261;  or dial in at 301-715-8592 
Panelists: 
Jayne Caflin Fonash, EdD, President, National Association of College Admission Counseling 
Nancy Carlson, PhD, School Counseling Specialist, American Counseling Associations 
Peter Faustino, PsyD, New York Delegate, National Association of School Psychologists 
Anna Maier, MPP, Research Analyst and Policy Advisor, Learning Policy Institute 
Wendy D. Rock, PhD, Assistant Professor of Counseling, Dept of Health and Human Services, 
Southeastern Louisiana University 

• CEF Friday Zoom meeting schedule – 

• Friday, April 17 – 9:30-10:45 a.m. Zoom meeting.  Guest speakers: Majority Staff of the 
House Education and Labor Committee: Katherine Valle, Higher Education Policy Advisor, 
and Lakeisha Steele, K-12 Education Professional Staff Member. 

• Friday, April 24 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom Research Briefing: Mental Health Needs and 
Resources for the Education Community in the Pandemic.  See details above. 

• Friday, May 1 - No meeting. 
• Friday, May 8 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, May 15 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, May 22 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom Research Briefing on educational technology 

(tentative).  Details to come. 
 


