
 
Tuesday, April 21, 2020 

I. The Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• Outlook for congressional action this week – Senate Minority Leader Charles Schumer (D-NY) says 
the Senate is near a bipartisan deal with the White House on a fourth coronavirus-relief bill to 
replenish the small business loan relief program and provide additional funding.  The Senate hopes 
to pass the bill – providing nearly $470 billion in relief - this afternoon, and the House would then 
meet Thursday to pass it.  The House is likely to need more than half of its members in attendance 
because leadership anticipates that Republicans will not allow the bill to pass by voice vote. 
Democrats had been insisting that this fourth relief bill also include money for state and local 
governments as well as hospitals. They reportedly got an agreement that the next bill will have the 
state and local funding, and that some funds in the CARES Act will be available to those government 
entities. Currently this bill is expected to include the following:           

o $350 billion more for the Paycheck Protection Program – it has used up the $349 billion 
already provided for loans to small businesses. $50 billion would flow through the Small 
Business Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program and set aside $125 billion 
for “unbanked” minority and rural businesses. 

o $75 billion for hospitals 
o $25 billion for coronavirus testing  

 
 

• Higher education groups ask for student loan forbearance – Yesterday CEF member the American 
Council on Education (ACE) wrote to House leadership on behalf of more than 30 higher education 
groups asking for relief on student loan repayment and borrowing terms.  The letter makes the case 
that when the current student loan repayment deferment ends on September 30, many borrowers 
still will not be able to make loan payments.  The letter lists policies that would help borrowers, 
including extending the deferment period on loan payments and interest, expanding the policy to 
include borrowers of all federal student loans, providing a one-year grace period after graduation 
before starting repayment, and lowering the rate on new loans to 1.5% with no origination fee to 
encourage college enrollment.  The letter also covers the need for changes in bankruptcy law to 
make it easier to discharge student loans and outlines parameters that would target any new 
student loan forgiveness to financially distressed borrowers.  

II.  Advocacy 

• #HearOurEdStories Week! – This week is “#HearOurEdStories Week” on social media. Thanks to all 
the CEF members who have shared CEF’s social media toolkit on Twitter.  Pleaser share the toolkit 
with your networks and encourage participation.  (Sheryl’s CEF Update on April 13 includes sample 



tweets and charts you could use, along with all the background information.)  This is an important 
time for people to let their Members of Congress know why education funding is important in their 
lives and to urge Congress to increase education investments in the next coronavirus response 
measure and the fiscal year 2021 Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill. 

III.  Events 

• Friday, April 24, 9:30-11:00am – CEF Research Briefing: Mental Health Needs and Resources for 
the Education Community in the Pandemic via Zoom, Meeting ID: 471 542 189, Password: 
068261; or dial in at 301-715-8592 
Panelists: 
Jayne Caflin Fonash, EdD, President, National Association of College Admission Counseling 
Nancy Carlson, PhD, LCPC, School Counseling Specialist, American Counseling Associations 
Peter Faustino, PsyD, New York Delegate, National Association of School Psychologists 
Anna Maier, MPP, Research Analyst and Policy Advisor, Learning Policy Institute 
Wendy D. Rock, PhD, Assistant Professor of Counseling, Dept of Health and Human Services, 
Southeastern Louisiana University 

• CEF Friday Zoom meeting schedule – 

• Friday, April 24 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom Research Briefing: Mental Health Needs and 
Resources for the Education Community in the Pandemic.  See details above. 

• Friday, May 1 - No meeting. 
• Friday, May 8 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, May 15 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, May 22 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom Research Briefing on educational technology 

(tentative).  Details to come. 
  
 


