
 

Wednesday, April 28, 2021 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 

• President’s “American Families Plan” released today – The Administration today released the 
second part of its Build Back Better economic recovery and infrastructure plan that includes $731 
billion in education and child care funding along with other school-based investments that will 
benefit children. The President will formally announce the American Families Plan (detailed fact 
sheet is here) at a joint address to Congress tonight. The Plan focuses on investing in education and 
helping families through a variety of spending and tax changes.  The biggest single components are 
$200 billion for a partnership with states to provide universal high-quality preschool for all 3- and 4-
year-olds and $109 billion to provide tuition free community college, in essence adding an extra two 
years of free public education for all students.  See the complete list of education-related items 
below. 

o CEF side-by-side of education provisions in the proposed Build Back Better plans 
– Attached is a one-pager that shows the education and education-related spending that the 
Administration has proposed in its American Jobs Plan and American Families Plan.  There 
are additional tax-related provisions affecting children and families. These two major 
proposals are in addition to the President’s request for an almost $30 billion increase in 
appropriations for the Department of Education plus substantial increases for education 
programs in other agencies for fiscal year (FY) 2022 (see the CEF Update of 4.9.21 that 
describes the President’s discretionary request). 

o Summary of education funding in the American Families Plan – The President is proposing 
funding for a combination of existing and new education programs.  The following education 
and education-related investments total $731 billion: 

 $200 billion for universal pre-k for all 3- and 4-year-olds.  Current federal early 
education funding for FY 2021 includes $10.7 billion for Head Start and $275 million for 
preschool development grants. 

 $109 billion for two years of free community college for all.  The American Jobs Plan 
includes another $12 billion for community college infrastructure.  

 $80+ billion to increase the maximum Pell Grant by up to $1,400, a 21% increase over 
the current maximum award of $6,495. The President’s FY 2022 budget includes a $400 
increase in the maximum award.  These are both steps towards the President’s goal of 
doubling the maximum Pell grant. 

 $62 billion for a new program to strengthen student retention at institutions of higher 
education that serve disadvantaged communities. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/28/fact-sheet-the-american-families-plan/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/28/fact-sheet-the-american-families-plan/
https://cef.org/wp-content/uploads/4.9.21-2-Presidents-FY-2022-discretionary-request-for-education-sample-Tweets-and-charts.pdf


 $46 billion for Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), Minority-Serving 
Institutions, and Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities (TCUs).  That total 
includes $39 billion to provide 2 years tuition-free for students with family income 
below $125,000; $5 billion for institutional aid; and $2 billion for graduate programs for 
skilled health workers. 

 $9 billion for teacher training to address teacher shortages and help provide a more 
diverse educator workforce.  This includes $2.8 billion for “Grow Your Own” and teacher 
residency programs; $2 billion to train teachers for education leadership positions; $1.6 
billion for teacher certification programs; $900 million to train special education 
teachers; and $400 million for teacher training at HBCUs, MSIs, and TCUs.  FY 2021 
funding for the main federal teacher program (Title II - Supporting effective instruction 
state grants) is $2.1 billion, which has been steadily cut from a peak of $2.9 billion in FY 
2009 until it grew slightly the last two years.  Current funding for Teacher and School 
Leader Incentive Grants is $200 million, which is exactly half the annual funding it 
received at its peak in FY 2010.   

 $225 billion for child care to cap costs for families earning less than 1.5 times their 
state’s median income at no more than 7% of their income. The proposal would also 
help providers increase quality, and increase pay & benefits for the child care workforce. 
The American Jobs Plan also included funding for child care facilities.   

 Expand school-based meal programs, including expanding the summer EBT program 
that helps families eligible for free and reduced-price school meals have access during 
the summer and allowing high-poverty schools to offer free meals to all students. 
 
 

• Senate earmarking rules announced – On Monday, Senate Appropriations Committee chair Patrick 
Leahy (D-VT) announced plans to allow congressionally directed spending requests (aka, 
“earmarks”) in FY 2022 appropriations bills. The limits and transparency requirements are similar 
but not identical to those announced earlier for the House.  The Senate Committee has not yet 
announced deadlines for Senators to submit requests for programmatic funding or earmarks, 
but deadlines will likely be a couple of weeks after the President’s detailed FY 2022 request is sent 
to Congress.  There’s also no set date for that to happen, but my guess is late May. 

• House Labor-HHS-Education hearing on education request next week – On Wednesday, May 5, at 
10am ET, the House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee will hear testimony from 
Education Secretary Cardona on the President’s FY 2022 discretionary request for the Department 
of Education.  The webcast will be here. 

II. Events 

• Briefing on uses of ARP funds to increase the special education pipeline on May 4 – CEF member 
the Council for Exceptional Children is holding a webinar on May 4 at 3:00 pm ET titled “Thought 
Leaders on the American Rescue Plan Act: Guidance for State and Local Leaders on Flexible Options 
to Increase and Support the Special Education Pipeline.” Register here. 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule -   
• Friday, April 30 - 9:30-10:45 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speaker: Owen Reilly, Rep. 

Joe Morelle (D-NY). 
• Friday, May 7 – no CEF meeting. 

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/-leahy-announces-restoration-of-the-power-of-the-purse-reforms-for-a-return-to-congressionally-directed-spending-in-fiscal-year-2022
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/fy-2022-budget-request-for-the-department-of-education
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fexceptionalchildren.org%2Fevents%2Fthought-leaders-american-rescue-plan-act-guidance-state-and-local-leaders-flexible-options&data=04%7C01%7Cabernathy%40acg-consultants.com%7Cf3cedbd45db5468d238108d9069600eb%7C614785f296d34d26804ed0aa5843d4d3%7C0%7C0%7C637548063605379955%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9frcxbKOWgnnXW659TwlD9n2XGdUWQ6keAvI1lpZEFk%3D&reserved=0
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/96967402274?pwd=NlpmYUpUS2l1Rk1OWXd3RnJESVJJUT09&from=addon


• Friday, May 14 – 9:30-10:45 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speaker: Alex Ricci, House 
Education and Labor Committee Republican staff. 

• Friday, May 21 – 9:30-10:45 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speakers: Peter Oppenheim 
and Lauren Schwensen, Senate HELP Committee Republican staff. 

• Friday, May 28 – no CEF meeting (enjoy the Memorial Day break!) 

 

https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/98987351960?pwd=RG90czZmdmJoYkpmWVZsSytJWm9TQT09&from=addon
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/98996058006?pwd=N1ZReW5ZU0twYmZacE0ySmh2Z0N3UT09&from=addon

