
 
Tuesday, April 7, 2020 

I. The Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• What may happen next on coronavirus relief – It’s looking like the next relief bill may be a “CARES 
2” that builds on the third bill (the CARES Act), and not a full-blown fourth relief package taking on 
new topics, some of which have huge price tags and may not have bipartisan support.  Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) wrote this weekend that a “CARES 2 must go further in assisting small 
businesses including farmers, extending and strengthening unemployment benefits and giving 
families additional direct payments.  We must also provide the desperately needed resources for 
our state and local governments, hospitals, community health centers, health systems and health 
workers, first responders and other providers on the frontlines of this crisis.”  She noted that 
Democrats may wait for a future package to include infrastructure, and has talked of moving this 
next bill by unanimous consent.  That means it would have to be noncontroversial.  Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) is now working with Minority Leader Charles Schumer (D-NY) and 
Treasury Secretary Mnuchin on a bill to add to the pot of money in the CARES Act to provide bridge 
loans for small businesses; he hopes the Senate can pass that bill by voice vote or unanimous 
consent on Thursday. 

• Education groups request more than $200 billion in K-12 education relief – Yesterday 12 CEF 
members representing K-12 educators wrote a letter to Congress asking for more than $200 billion 
in education relief funding.  The letter highlighted increased costs associated with teaching and 
providing other normally school-based services during the pandemic and “the fact that state 
revenues [the source of nearly half of education funding] are expected to fall between 15 and 20 
percent.”  The letter asked for at least $175 billion for K-12 education funding for states in the next 
relief bill.  It also asked for $13 billion for IDEA,  $12 billion for Title I, $2 billion for the E-rate 
program, school infrastructure funding, and include public schools as employers in the payroll tax 
credit.   

• President nominates a new ED Inspector General – On April 3, the President nominated Andrew A. 
De Mello to be the new Inspector General for the Department of Education.  He is a trial attorney 
with the Department of Justice and has recently detailed to the IG’s office at the Department of 
Homeland Security.  ED has had a series of Acting IGs since late 2018. 

II.  Events 

• CEF Friday Zoom meeting schedule – 

• Friday, April 10 – No meeting. 
• Friday, April 17 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 



• Friday, April 24 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom Research Briefing: Mental Health Needs and 
Resources for the Education Community in the Pandemic.  Confirmed panelists are 
practitioners and policy experts.  Stay tuned for details. 

• Friday, May 1 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
 


