
 
Thursday, April 9, 2020 

I. The Policy Intelligence and Education News   

• Higher education groups request tens of billions in coronavirus relief – Higher education groups 
laid out the need for $46.6 billion in relief to address impacts from the coronavirus, to be split 
between student aid and institutions (see attached).  The request comes from six CEF members and 
some other higher education groups, who pointed to lost revenue from tuition and other sources 
along with greater financial need.  They estimate a 15 percent drop in enrollment and tuition (loss of 
$23 billion nationwide), a 25 percent loss in other revenue (loss of $11.6 billion), and a 20 percent 
increase in student financial need ($12 billion).  You can find the assumptions about revenue loss 
and need here.  In addition, a number of research universities and teaching hospitals wrote to 
Congress on April 7 asking for $26 billion in supplemental funding for federal research agencies and 
guidance and regulatory flexibility for the research workforce to sustain US research. (Tuesday’s CEF 
Update describes a letter to Congress from 12 CEF members representing K-12 education groups 
asking for more than $200 billion in education relief funding.)  

• Department of Education (ED) releasing $6.3 billion in student aid, other regulatory and financial 
relief response to coronavirus – Today ED announced it is now distributing $6.3 billion in aid to 
impacted college students.  The funding is part of the almost $14 billion in higher education funding 
provided by the CARES Act.  Today’s allotment will be distributed by formula – based on population 
and financial need – to colleges and universities to be given as cash grants to students facing 
expenses as a result of the pandemic.  Yesterday, on a briefing call with the President and leaders of 
federal agencies yesterday, Assistant Secretary of Elementary and Secondary Education Frank 
Brogan outlined ED’s response, saying it would soon be providing much more guidance and 
information to the field. He noted that on April 6 ED announced flexibility for schools to repurpose 
certain K-12 funds to be used for infrastructure and teacher training for distance learning.  

• Reminder: sign on the community letter urging an increase for Labor-HHS-Education bill funding – 
Thanks to the several hundred organizations that have already signed onto the letter that CEF, the 
Coalition for Health Funding, Coalition on Human Needs, and Campaign to Invest in America’s 
Workforce are circulating to ask Congress to increase funding for Labor-HHS Appropriations 
Subcommittees (the letter is available at the sign-up link below). We tweaked the letter with a new 
last paragraph that acknowledges the supplemental funding provided for the pandemic, and the 
important needs that the pandemic has created and highlighted.  We urge all CEF members to sign 
the letter and to share it with your networks.  This letter about the Subcommittee’s 302(b) 
allocation is an excellent opportunity to show lawmakers the strength of support for “The People's 
Bill," which provides virtually all federal education funding.  CLICK HERE to sign on: new deadline is 
April 13. 

II.  Events 



• CEF Friday Zoom meeting schedule – 

• Friday, April 10 – No meeting. 
• Friday, April 17 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, April 24 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom Research Briefing: Mental Health Needs and 

Resources for the Education Community in the Pandemic.  Confirmed panelists are 
practitioners and policy experts.  Stay tuned for details. 

• Friday, May 1 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
 


