
 
 

Thursday, June 6, 2019 
 

I.  CEF’s 50th Anniversary Gala and Legislative Conference on September 18, 2019  

• CEF’s annual gala, awards banquet, and legislative conference – This year CEF is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary as a non-partisan, non-profit voice advocating for a greater federal investment in 
education.  Much has changed since 1969, but CEF is still going strong – we are the nation’s oldest 
and largest education coalition.  To celebrate, this year our annual gala will be at an exciting new 
location and will feature a seated dinner and awards ceremony following a reception, all at the 
InterContinental-The Wharf in DC’s vibrant southwest waterfront neighborhood.  CEF’s gala is the 
once-per-year opportunity for the education community to come together for an enjoyable evening 
and honor champions of education; tickets also include attendance at the legislative conference in 
the afternoon.  The gala is also a fundraiser for CEF – the only one we hold all year.  To give you a 
sense of the evening, CEF’s website has photos from last year’s gala at Union Station and videos 
from two of last year’s honorees – Senator Baldwin and Senator Schumer. 

• The day includes – 

o Legislative conference, 2-4pm, Capitol Hill – We will hold a legislative conference on the 
history of education funding that afternoon on Capitol Hill for congressional staffers and 
those who have bought tickets to the gala.  CEF’s Research Committee is working on the 
details, but one panel will look at the factors that influenced the growth and range of 
federal education funding, and another will focus on why education funding matters. 

o Gala reception and banquet, 6-9pm, InterContinental–The Wharf – You can buy individual 
tickets or sponsorships of various sizes directly on CEF’s website, or by contacting Sarah 
Abernathy if you’d prefer to be invoiced and pay by check. 

• Gala sponsorship options – All prices and benefits are described on the attached flyer.  As always, 
you are welcome to purchase tickets for Hill and Administration staffers; once you provide their 
contact information, we will issue the invitation (per ethics rules, the invitation for federal 
employees has to come from CEF as the event sponsor). In addition to the option to purchase 
individual tickets, the sponsorship levels are listed below. 

o Honor Roll sponsorship: a table for 10  

o Dean’s List sponsorship: a table for 10 with a quarter-page ad in the gala program 

o Star Student sponsorship: a table of 10 with a half-page ad in the program and extra 
benefits that include two tickets to our October Presidential Forum, recognition on social 
media and event signage, and an invitation to lunch with a past CEF honoree 

https://www.andrewrobyevents.com/blog-posts/washington-dc-event-venue-intercontinental-wharf
https://cef.org/events/2018-gala/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mmszny6eRwNu0qowz3u1BHGbkxj5hGuG/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l37kqhHNxz7OkwnZOv1aO2ezTEmYoai5/view
https://cef.org/events/


o Straight “A”s sponsorship: two tables of 10 with a full-page ad in the program and extra 
benefits that include four tickets to our October Presidential Forum, recognition on social 
media and event signage, and an invitation to lunch with a past CEF honoree 

o Ads in the gala program: various prices for quarter-page, half-page, and full-page ads. 

• InterContinental-The Wharf – The beautiful venue is right on DC’s waterfront.  There are many ways 
to get there in addition to ride-hailing options: 

o free shuttle bus from the L’Enfant Plaza metro (Maryland Avenue entrance): look for the 
Southwest Neighborhood Shuttle at the Maryland Avenue/7th Street corner. 

o 10-minute walk from the Waterfront or L’Enfant metro stops. 

o Parking on site: both self-parking and valet parking are available.  Turn off of Maine Avenue 
onto Sutton Square at the CVS store.  The self-parking entrance will be on your left, and the 
hotel and valet parking is on your right. (The official address of 801 Wharf Street, SW, leads 
you to the back of the hotel.) 

II.  Nominate someone to receive an award at the gala  

• Nominations of honorees are due next week – We encourage you to nominate a champion of 
education to receive an award at the gala. Past awardees comprise a bipartisan roster of those who 
have taken a lead in efforts to provide federal education funding, including Members of Congress 
from both parties, Administration officials, and others working outside of government on national 
funding initiatives that help students and promote learning.  We want awardees to represent the 
range of our members’ interests, and to help draw people to attend the gala, as well.  Please make 
sure to detail your nominee’s accomplishments in advancing education funding for the Gala 
Committee to consider when making its recommendation for a slate of honorees.  I’ve attached a 
nomination form – please send nominations to Gala Committee co-chair Peter DeYoe at 
peter_deyoe@harvard.edu by next Friday, June 14. 

My best, 
  

       Sheryl 
  
Sheryl V. Cohen, Executive Director 

  
1800 M Street, NW 
Suite 500 South 
Washington, DC 20036 
T: 202-327-8125 
cohen@cef.org 
www.cef.org 

https://cef.org/events/cef-awardees/
mailto:peter_deyoe@harvard.edu
mailto:cohen@cef.org
http://www.cef.org/

