
 
 

Tuesday, July 23, 2019 
 
 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News  

• Budget deal reached to raise discretionary caps and suspend the debt ceiling – Last night the 
President and congressional leaders announced they had reached agreement on a budget deal that 
would raise the caps on defense and non-defense discretionary (NDD) funding for fiscal year (FY) 
2020 and 2021 and to suspend the debit ceiling until July 31, 2021. If enacted, this deal allows the 
federal government to continue to meet its interest obligations and will ease passage of FY 2020 
appropriations bills that can increased federal spending rather than contain the deep spending cuts 
required under current law.  The NDD levels are somewhat lower than what the House had 
approved earlier in the year, meaning that some programs will get less funding than in the bills the 
House has already approved.  Nonetheless, this deal provides a significant ($24.5 billion, 4.1%) NDD 
increase over FY 2019 funding and will allow the appropriations process to move forward.  The 
attached chart shows the level of NDD funding under the caps.   

• Outlook for passage - The House will consider the bill this week before it recesses for August, and 
the Senate will then take up the bill.  Some conservatives will oppose the increased spending and 
some progressives will oppose the NDD levels that are lower than the previously approved House 
level, but it should pass. 

• NDD and defense funding both increased – Republicans and Democrats are describing the 
increased funding in different terms, with some people comparing the new caps to FY 2019 enacted 
and others comparing the new caps to the sequester caps or the original caps set in the Budget 
Control Act (BCA), and still others discussing the FY 2020 level including spending outside the caps 
that is for the decennial census and for Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO, aka war-relate 
funding). The table below shows all those levels for FY 2020 and FY 2021.  In summary, for NDD the 
deal raises the FY 2020 cap by $24.5 billion over the FY 2019 level and by $78.5 billion over the 
sequester level, and there is an additional $10.5 billion outside the caps that includes $8 billion for 
OCO and $2.5 billion for the 2020 census.  That resulting total is $632.5 billion – about the same as 
the House level, but the House level was not counting OCO funding.    The deal raises the defense 
caps to slightly lower than the level the House had approved, and with the additional OCO spending 
the defense total comes to $738 billion for FY 2020. 



 

• NDD cap comparisons – The table below compares FY 2020 NDD spending under the cap (i.e., not 
counting the additional $10.5 billion for OCO and the census) to current funding, the sequester level, 
the original cap, and the level that the House deemed.   

 

II.  Events   

• CEF’s summer research briefings – In the place of Friday meetings during August while Congress is 
in recess, CEF will hold two research briefings:  

o Wednesday, August 7, 10-11:30 a.m. “Early Childhood Education: Federal and State 
Funding, Unmet Need, and Return on Investment” at AFSCME, 1625 L Street, NW.   

▪ Cody Kornack, Senior Manager of Congressional Affairs, National Head Start 
Association  

▪ Catherine White, Director of Child Care and Early Learning, National Women’s Law 
Center 

▪ Barbara Willer, Senior Advisor, National Association for the Education of Young 
Children. 

o Wednesday, August 21, 10-11:30 a.m.  “Special Education Funding” at AACTE, 1307 New 
York Ave, NW.   

▪ Myrna Mandlawitz, Council of Administrators of Special Education 



▪ Other panelists pending confirmation 
Moderator: Valerie C. Williams, National Association of State Directors of Special 
Education 

• CEF’s schedule for the rest of the summer – Joshua Delaney with Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), 
our planned speaker for Friday’s meeting, had to reschedule.  We are still trying to confirm a new 
speaker. 

• Friday, July 26, 9-11 a.m., at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW).  Guest speaker: TBD. 

• Wednesday, August 7, 10-11:30 a.m., CEF summer research briefing on early childhood 
education, at AFSCME (1625 L Street, NW).  See details above. 

• Wednesday, August 21, 10-11:30 a.m., CEF summer research briefing on special education, at 
AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW).  See above. 

• Friday, September 6, 9-11 a.m., at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW).  Guest speaker: TBD.  

 


