
 
Thursday, July 23, 2020 

   

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 

• Senate supplemental bill reportedly will provide $105 billion for education – The Administration 
and Senate Republicans are reportedly close to a deal on a $1 trillion relief package that will include 
$105 billion for education. However, negotiations are still ongoing, so until the package of bills is 
introduced, nothing is final. What we’ve heard from key staffers echoes what has been reported in 
the press: the bill will include $105 billion in supplemental funding for education, most of it for the 
Education Stabilization Fund created by the CARES Act.  Within that total 

o $70 billion is for elementary and secondary education, with $10 billion reserved for private 
schools.  The White House wants to reserve 10% of the K-12 have funding for private 
schools, including for the President’s proposed Education Freedom Scholarships that 
provide tax credits for donations to scholarship funds for private schools.  Of the $70 billion, 
$30 billion would be reserved for schools that reopen and thus face new costs, according to 
Senate Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Chairman Roy Blunt (R-MO) (no detail on how 
that funding would be administered or what determines “reopening”).  Senator Blunt said 
the $30 billion for all K-12 education would be allocated to “every school on a per capita 
basis,” which is different from the formula for Title I and that would seem to include all 
private schools; 

o $30 billion is for higher education, and is not tied to whether colleges reopen for in-person 
classes; and  

o $5 billion is for the governors’ discretionary fund that can support all parts of the education 
continuum.  

The Senate package reportedly will not include additional revenue relief for state and local 
government; the House-passed Heroes Act included nearly $1 trillion in such relief, which could be 
used to backfill shortages in state and local education funding caused by lower tax revenue this year 
and next year. 

• AFT report shows education job losses headed toward 1.4 million – CEF member the American 
Federation of Teachers (AFT) released an analysis revealing the hundreds of billions of dollars in 
assistance needed to stop record layoffs at public schools and colleges and to protect students and 
educators from the coronavirus. "A Time to Act: The Importance of Investment in Public Education 
and Other State and Local Services in the Time of COVID-19" calculates the need to fill a gap of $93.5 
billion for preK-12 funding and a $45 billion higher education funding shortfall caused by the 
country’s economic slump, and identifies an additional $116.5 billion needed to keep schools and 
colleges as safe as possible from the coronavirus. 

https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/508609-gop-white-house-strike-deal-on-105-billion-in-help-for-schools-amid
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https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/timetoact.pdf
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/timetoact.pdf


II. Advocacy  

• CEF letter urges Congress to provide needed, large investment in education – CEF sent all 
Members of Congress a letter urging enactment of a large supplemental education funding to 
address needs along the education continuum.  The letter echoes the points in CEF’s May 4 
letter that was written before the House introduced and passed the Heroes Act.  Since then, the 
needs have become clearer, and additional bills have been introduced that would provide 
supplemental education funding. 

• Reminder: #HearOurEdStories campaign push the week of July 27 – We have updated CEF’s 
#HearOurEdStories social media toolkit and urge you to share it NOW with your Communications 
Director and membership networks to make next week “#HearOurEdStories” week on social 
media.  (See the CEF Update on July 20 for full details, including sample tweets and charts.)  Next 
week the House plans to consider the FY 2021 Labor-HHS-Education bill in an omnibus 
appropriations package and Congress will be working on another pandemic relief bill, so the time is 
right to emphasize the need for education funding.  CEF’s updated #HearOurEdStories social media 
toolkit includes a focus on the extra costs and needs associated with going back to school this 
year.  It provides the information needed for people to tell Members of Congress why increased 
education funding is so important. 

III. Events 

• NASDE Twitter chat tomorrow, July 24 –  CEF member the National Association of State Directors of 
Special Education (NASDSE) invites everyone to join its Twitter chat for #Back2School on Friday, July 
24, from 7-8 pm ET to get resources on school re-opening, share concerns, and discuss what your 
state or community is doing in preparation to ensure the safety of school personnel and 
students.  More info and questions are available at https://bit.ly/2ZO1vHQ 

• CEF’s schedule for the remainder of the summer –  

• Tomorrow - Friday, July 24 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom Friday meeting. Guest speaker: Alaura 
Ervin, Sen. Tim Scott (R-SC). 

• Monday, July 27 – Weeklong renewed push on updated #HearOurEdStories social media 
campaign to focus on the issues of going “back to school” this fall. 

• Friday, July 31 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom Friday meeting. Guest speaker: (tentative) Corey 
Linehan, Sen. Chris Coons (D-DE). 

• August – CEF meetings will take a break during the congressional recess. 
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