
 
 

Wednesday, July 24, 2019 
 
 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News  

• House to vote on budget deal tomorrow – The House plans to vote tomorrow on H.R. 3877, the 
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2019 (aka, the budget deal) that will raise the caps on defense and non-
defense discretionary (NDD) funding for fiscal year (FY) 2020 and 2021 and suspend the debt ceiling 
until July 31, 2021 (see yesterday’s CEF Update for a more detailed analysis of what the funding 
levels mean compared with the sequester caps and current funding). House and Senate leadership 
on both sides of the aisle support the deal and are urging support.  Some progressives are opposed 
because it increases defense spending more than they want and some conservatives are opposed 
because it increases the debt limit and provides more non-defense spending than they want.   

• What does the NDD level mean? The budget deal effectively increases NDD funding for FY 2020 by 
$27 billion over FY 2019 levels once you count a new cap adjustment of up to $2.5 billion for the 
decennial census.  However, that increase is $7 billion (20%) smaller than the NDD funding increase 
the House approved earlier this year.  If Congress applies the funding in the same proportion that 
the House used for its FY 2020 bills – and of course, there’s no requirement that the funding be 
spread proportionately – that would reduce the House’s $11.8 billion increase for the Labor-HHS-
Education bill by about $2.3 billion.   

• CEF and other support for the budget deal – CEF is supporting this compromise deal because of its 
meaningful increase for NDD funding, and because enactment prevents the devastating cut to NDD 
funding that would occur under current law sequester caps.  CEF sent the attached letter to 
Congress today urging support for the bill.  NDD United – which CEF co-chairs – also supports the 
budget deal and issued a statement of support yesterday.  Congressional leadership is urging groups 
to let Members of Congress know they support the deal.  If you send a letter or issue a statement of 
support, please send a copy to us and we can help pass it along to Congressional leadership. 

II.  Events   

• CEF’s summer research briefings – In the place of Friday meetings during August while Congress is 
in recess, CEF will hold two research briefings:  

o Wednesday, August 7, 10-11:30 a.m. “Early Childhood Education: Federal and State 
Funding, Unmet Need, and Return on Investment” at AFSCME, 1625 L Street, NW.   

▪ Cody Kornack, Senior Manager of Congressional Affairs, National Head Start 
Association  

▪ Catherine White, Director of Child Care and Early Learning, National Women’s Law 
Center 

https://rules.house.gov/sites/democrats.rules.house.gov/files/BILLS-116hrPIHbipartBudgetAct.pdf
https://cef.org/wp-content/uploads/07.24.19-CEF-letter-supporting-budget-deal.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/55c4b954e4b0f8108cbd0423/t/5d37562161e62b0001be0229/1563907618083/statement+on+budget+agreement+July2019+v2.pdf


▪ Barbara Willer, Senior Advisor, National Association for the Education of Young 
Children. 

o Wednesday, August 21, 10-11:30 a.m.  “Special Education Funding” at AACTE, 1307 New 
York Ave, NW.   

▪ Myrna Mandlawitz, Council of Administrators of Special Education 
▪ Angela Neely, Past President of Virginia CASE 
▪ Other panelists pending confirmation 
Moderator: Valerie C. Williams, National Association of State Directors of Special 
Education 

• CEF’s schedule for the rest of the summer – 

• Friday, July 26, 9-11 a.m., at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW).  Guest speaker: TBD. 

• Wednesday, August 7, 10-11:30 a.m., CEF summer research briefing on early childhood 
education, at AFSCME (1625 L Street, NW).  See details above. 

• Wednesday, August 21, 10-11:30 a.m., CEF summer research briefing on special education, at 
AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW).  See details above. 

• Friday, September 6, 9-11 a.m., at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW).  Guest speaker: TBD.  

 


