
 
Tuesday, July 7, 2020 

   

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 

• House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations FY 2021 markup today at 5pm – Today House 
Appropriations Subcommittees are marking up five fiscal year (FY) 2021 funding bills, and the 
last markup at 5pm ET is the Labor-HHS-Education funding bill. (The third CEF Update from 
yesterday has a short analysis and CEF’s funding table with the details about program-level funding 
that we know so far.)  The full Appropriations Committee markup, where we anticipate 
amendments will be offered, is likely to be next week but hasn’t yet been announced.   

• Administration support for reopening schools – Today at 3pm ET the President, First Lady, and Vice 
President will be speaking at a “National Dialogue on Safely Reopening America’s Schools.” The 
event will include education and health leaders, students and parents, but it’s not clear if teachers 
are participating (there doesn’t appear to be a list of participants yet).  The President wants all 
schools to be open this fall. Treasury Security Mnuchin last week noted support for including 
education funding in the next pandemic relief measure.  

"We're working with schools and universities," Mnuchin said. "I think in most cases, schools will 
be able to open safely. Some schools will need to spend money. One of the things we will look at 
in [the next relief bill] is if we need to give money to schools to properly equip their areas. ... We 
want to make sure that kids are safe and that if there is money schools need to spend to safely 
have people in classrooms, social distance, spread things out, change hours—these are all the 
things we are looking at."  

Reportedly, the Administration wants the relief package to include funding and tax credits to 
support state grants that provide private school scholarships; the Administration has repeatedly 
proposed a $5 billion tax credit for this purpose in its annual budget, but Congress has not acted on 
it. 

II. Advocacy 

• Today! Please Join CEF’s #HearOurEdStories Twitter chat at 4pm ET – In the hour before the House 
Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee markup CEF is holding its first ever Twitter chat 
(CEF is @edfunding) today at 4pm ET (the CEF Update of July 2 has all the details). Please share with 
your grassroots members and encourage participation – this is a great way to publicize the many 
ways that federal education funding makes a difference in the lives of students, families, educators, 
and communities.  We are using our #HearOurEdStories hashtag for the chat, and hope that we will 



have not only DC but national voices and CEF members participating to discuss how education 
funding matters to them. 

o Questions for the chat – The following questions will be asked at the posting times 
noted. We encourage you to have answers prepared in advance and ready to post.  

(4:00pm ET) Welcome to the #HearOurEdStories chat! Please introduce yourself and let us 
know you are here. 

(4:01pm ET) Q1: Schools, universities, childcare centers, and other organizations that 
provide educational services are struggling during the pandemic. How will federal education 
funding make a difference? #HearOurEdStories 
 
(4:11pm ET) Q2: How does federal education funding make a difference for young children? 
#HearOurEdStories 

(4:21pm ET) Q3: Why is federal education funding so important to making college affordable 
and accessible to more students? #HearOurEdStories 

(4:31pm ET) Q4: Students learn at all ages and abilities. How does federal education funding 
help ensure all students have access to the services they need to learn and achieve? 
#HearOurEdStories 

(4:41pm ET) Q5: Teachers and schools had limited budgets even before the pandemic 
dramatically increased costs of education. How would schools use increased federal support 
this fall? #HearOurEdStories 

(4:51pm ET) Q6: Federal education funding has not kept pace with inflation. How would 
greater investments in education would support teaching and learning? #HearOurEdStories  

III. Events 

• CEF Research briefing on “The Importance of a Well-Prepared and Diverse Educator Workforce” – 
Friday, July 10, 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET.  Join via Zoom or dial in at 301-715-8592, meeting ID: 979 2156 
5121, Password: 416875.  Panelists are: 

o Dr. Maria E. Hyler, Learning Policy Institute 
o Dr. Deena Khalil, Howard University  
o Dr. Jennifer Robinson, Montclair State University Center for Pedagogy 
o Andy Saunders, Teach for America  

  
• CEF Budget Book briefing: “Education Matters: Investing in America’s Future – Discussion of the 

Need for Increased Federal Education Funding Monday, July 20, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. ET.  You must 
RSVP here to register for the link for the Zoom webinar.  As with our in-person budget book 
briefings on Capitol Hill, this event will be for CEF members, congressional education staffers, and 
the press.  Our FY 2021 budget book will be shared publicly on the CEF website following the 
briefing (it’s on the members-only page currently.) We will have five panelists covering the 



education continuum from states with Members of Congress in key education funding 
positions.  Panelists confirmed to date include: 

o Aidan Arasasingham, Undergraduate at University of California-Los Angeles 
o Joshua Ferguson, Assistant School-aged Childcare Director, Jefferson City Area YMCA, 

Missouri 
o Dr. Janet Robinson, Superintendent, Stratford Public Schools, Connecticut 

• CEF’s schedule for the summer –  

• Friday, July 10 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom Research Briefing: The Importance of a Well-
Prepared and Diverse Educator Workforce.  See details above. 

• Friday, July 17 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom Friday meeting. Guest speaker TBD. 
• Monday, July 20 – 10:00-11:30 a.m.  Zoom webinar briefing on CEF’s FY 2021 Budget Book 

and the urgent need for education funding for CEF members and congressional staff.  See 
details above for how to register in advance. 

• Friday, July 24 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom Friday meeting. Guest speaker TBD. 
• July TBD – Renewed push on updated #HearOurEdStories social media campaign to focus on 

the issues of going “back to school” this fall. 
• Friday, July 31 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. Zoom Friday meeting. Guest speaker TBD. 
• August – CEF meetings will take a break during the congressional recess. 

 


