
 
 

Monday, August 5, 2019 
 

Thanks to those who have already sponsored CEF’s 2019 Gala!  
 

Straight “A”s: American Federation of Teachers (AFT).  
Star Student: American Continental Group; American Council on Education (ACE); National Education 

Association. 
Dean’s List: American Library Association (ALA); Council for Opportunity in Education (COE); MRM 
Associates/CASE; National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (NAICU); National 

PTA/NACAC; Title IV-A Coalition. 
Honor Roll: American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees (AFSCME); Association of 

Jesuit Colleges and Universities (AJCU); Bose Public Affairs Group; National Association of Federally 
Impacted Schools (NAFIS); National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA); 

National Association of Secondary School Principals/National Association of Elementary School 
Principals/American Federation of School Administrators; National Council for Community and 

Education Partnerships (NCCEP); Women in Government Relations. 
 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News  

• Next steps in the fiscal year (FY) 2020 appropriations process – The President signed the Bipartisan 
Budget Act of 2019 on Friday, raising the discretionary caps for FYs 2020 and 2021 and therefore 
setting the stage for the Senate to start producing its 12 government funding bills.  The next step is 
for Senate Appropriations Committee chair Richard Shelby (R-AL) to divide the discretionary total 
among the 12 bills – the “302(b) allocations.”  He has said he is likely to make that decision this 
week so work can begin on the bills during the August congressional recess, although the allocations 
may not be made public until the Committee has a markup in September.  We’re told that the 
Labor-HHS-Education and the Defense bills may be the first to be marked up, probably the week of 
September 9.  Chairman Shelby said he is interested in moving those two bills together in a package 
– that is what Congress did for FY 2019 – and might add in the Energy and Water funding 
bill.  Because the total for non-defense discretionary (NDD) in the budget deal is lower than the total 
that the House assumed when it marked up and passed 10 of the funding bills earlier this year, we 
expect the Senate total for Labor-HHS-Education to be lower than in the House bill.   

• CEF advocacy for education funding in Senate appropriations – We are continuing to advocate for 
the highest possible total for the Labor-HHS-Education bill to allow for needed increases in its 
investments in education.  Many thanks to the members of CEF’s Advocacy and Hill Teams 
Committee who have been instrumental in identifying education leaders in Alabama representing 
the education continuum to work with CEF to ask Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman 
Shelby for a roundtable meeting this month to discuss the importance of education funding.  CEF 
wrote to the Chairman last month in a letter signed by five Alabama constituents and heard back 



quickly that while a meeting in August wasn’t likely, they would try for a meeting in 
September.  Because that possible meeting will occur after the Chairman allocates the FY 2020 
funding, CEF and those Alabama educators sent the attached letter to Chairman Shelby last week 
asking for a significant increase for the Labor-HHS-Education bill.   

• Senate budget process proposals – Last week Senate Budget Chairman Mike Enzi (R-WY) released 
the outlines of four proposals to change the congressional budget process and some Senate 
procedures.  The stated goal is to increase transparency and reassert fiscal control.  The attached 
PDF contains descriptions of the four discussion drafts.  Some of the major changes he is proposing 
would do the following: 

o Biennial budget resolution and appropriations bills – Change the budget and 
appropriations process so it occurs in just the first year of a two-year Congressional session. 

o Set a discretionary cap for the coming two years – The biennial budget resolution would set 
a total cap – not split between defense and NDD – for the two years it covers.  The 
Congressional Budget Office baseline (CBO) would match those caps, then assume frozen 
funding for the following eight years.  Note that assuming frozen discretionary funding for 
eight years would not lead to a baseline that realistically reflected the spending that 
Congress would be likely to enact.   

o Being accountable for spending – The proposals would require authorizing committees to 
do more reporting to the Budget Committee about the mandatory spending they oversee, 
but there does not appear to be any consequences for failure to comply.  They would also 
include new mandates for CBO to review the accuracy of their cost estimates after 
legislation is enacted, and to consider options for changing whole portfolios of spending, not 
just individual programs. 

o Streamline Senate procedures for considering the budget resolution – One proposal would 
reform the “vote-a-rama” process for considering the budget in the Senate, limiting debate 
time and allowing more time for votes.  
 

II. CEF Gala and Legislative Conference on September 18 

• Reminder: Gala sponsorships, tickets, and program ads are for sale now – Thanks to the 
organizations listed above that have already purchased sponsorships to CEF’s 50th anniversary gala 
and legislative conference on September 18!  As you likely know by now, this year our annual gala 
will be at an exciting new location and will feature a seated dinner and awards ceremony following a 
reception, all at the InterContinental-The Wharf in DC’s southwest waterfront neighborhood.  CEF’s 
gala is the once-a-year opportunity for the education community to come together for an enjoyable 
evening that honors champions of education; tickets also include attendance at the legislative 
conference in the afternoon.  The gala is also a fundraiser for CEF – the only one we hold all year. 
(Please see the CEF Update from July 29 for the events details – the speakers, nominated honorees, 
and the legislative conference.) 

• How to become a sponsor or purchase individual tickets - We encourage you to sign up now to be a 
sponsor or to buy individual tickets – the venue has a maximum seating capacity and we don’t want 
anyone to miss out because they waited to get a ticket at the last minute.  You can purchase 
sponsorships or tickets by contacting the CEF staff, or you can purchase them directly on CEF’s 
website here.  Information about the benefits of each sponsorship category is shared here – we are 
happy to answer any questions.  

https://www.budget.senate.gov/chairman/newsroom/press/enzi-releases-ideas-to-fix-broken_congressional-budget-and-spending-process-
https://www.budget.senate.gov/chairman/newsroom/press/enzi-releases-ideas-to-fix-broken_congressional-budget-and-spending-process-
https://www.andrewrobyevents.com/blog-posts/washington-dc-event-venue-intercontinental-wharf
https://cef.org/events/
https://cef.org/wp-content/uploads/2019-Gala-flyer-1.pdf


• Hill/Administration staff guests – As in the past, you may buy tickets for Hill or Administration staff 
whom you’d like CEF to invite to join you at the gala; those staffers will be seated with you for the 
dinner and awards ceremony.  To comply with ethics rules, as the sponsor of the event CEF must 
issue the invitation to Hill and Administration staff on your behalf.  Once you let us know who you’d 
like us to invite we’ll keep you informed of all responses, and we encourage you to follow up after 
the initial invitation from CEF.  

III.  Events   

• CEF’s summer research briefing on Wednesday – In the place of Friday meetings during August 
while Congress is in recess, CEF will hold two research briefings:  

o This Wednesday, August 7, 10-11:30 a.m. “Early Childhood Education: Federal and State 
Funding, Unmet Need, and Return on Investment” at AFSCME, 1625 L Street, NW.   

▪ Cody Kornack, Senior Manager of Congressional Affairs, National Head Start 
Association  

▪ Catherine White, Director of Child Care and Early Learning, National Women’s Law 
Center 

▪ Barbara Willer, Senior Advisor, National Association for the Education of Young 
Children. 

o Wednesday, August 21, 10-11:30 a.m.  “Special Education Funding” at AACTE, 1307 New 
York Ave, NW.   

▪ Myrna Mandlawitz, Council of Administrators of Special Education 
▪ Angela Neely, Executive Director of Special Education, Culpeper County Public 

Schools, Culpeper, VA  
▪ Sharon Walsh, Government Relations Consultant, Division for Early Childhood of the 

Council for Exceptional Children (DEC) and the IDEA Infant Toddler Coordinators 
Association 

Moderator: Valerie C. Williams, CEF Vice President and Director of Government 
Relations, National Association of State Directors of Special Education 

• CEF’s upcoming schedule –  

• Wednesday, August 7, 10-11:30 a.m., CEF summer research briefing on early childhood 
education, at AFSCME (1625 L Street, NW).  See details above. 

• Wednesday, August 21, 10-11:30 a.m., CEF summer research briefing on special education, at 
AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW).  See details above. 

• Friday, September 6, 9-11 a.m., at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW).  Guest speaker: TBD.  

• Friday, September 13, 9-11 a.m., at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW).  Guest speaker: Abbas 
Alawieh, Rep. Andy Levin (D-MI). 

• Wednesday, September 18, legislative conference and gala – see details above. 

• Friday, September 20 – No CEF meeting. 

• Friday, September 27, 9-11 a.m.  Quarterly Committee meetings, location TBD. 

 


