
 

 
Wednesday, September 25, 2019 

 

I.  Policy Intelligence and Education News  

• Next steps for FY 2020 appropriations -  Fiscal year (FY) 2020 begins this coming Tuesday, October 
1, and not a single FY 2020 funding bill will have been enacted.  Instead, the Senate is expected to 
shortly approve the bill extending current funding – with some adjustments – that the House passed 
last week.  That so-called continuing resolution extends government funding through November 21, 
providing more time for the Senate to pass its funding bills and then to conference them with the 
House versions (the House has passed all but the Homeland Security and Legislative Branch funding 
bills).  It’s possible that there will be no official conference on many or all of the bills, but instead 
that the House and Senate Appropriations Committee leaders and staff will work out compromises 
privately and put forward packages of several bills for an up or down vote on the House and Senate 
floor.  If that is the case, we’d expect the House-passed Labor-HHS-Education bill and the bill 
Senator Roy Blunt (R-MO) released last week to serve as the starting points for discussion.  As a 
reminder, the House bill increased funding for the Department of Education by over $5 billion over 
the net 2019 level, and the Senate proposal cuts funding by more than $700 million when counting 
the Pell grant rescissions enacted for 2019 and proposed for 2020. (The CEF Update from September 
19 provides the details of the Senate proposal).  Appropriations Committee chair Richard Shelby (R-
AL) has said he is open to considering revising some of the subcommittee allocations in response to 
Democrats’ demands that the Labor-HHS-Education bill be increased.   

• Senate FY 2020 appropriations process continues – Meanwhile, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee is set to consider four more FY 2020 funding bills tomorrow: Commerce-Justice-Science, 
Homeland Security, Interior, and Legislative Branch.  It has already approved four others 
(Agriculture, Defense, Energy and Water, and Transportation-HUD), and released the text of two 
additional bills that were not considered by the Committee (Labor-HHS-Education and State-Foreign 
Operations).  That leaves just one bill - the Military Construction-VA bill – that has not been 
released, and three that will not have been considered by the full Committee by the end of the 
week.  This action has not resolved the underlying differences between the two parties on whether 
to include funding for a border wall, the allocation of FY 2020 non-defense discretionary funding, 
the Administration’s decision to transfer $3.6 billion of FY 2019 military construction funding from 
approved projects to border wall construction, among other issues.   

• Slides from CEF’s legislative conference last week – Attached are the slides from the three 
presenters on the first panel at CEF’s conference on Wednesday afternoon.  We will share the 
others in a future Update.   

o Bill Hoagland from the Bipartisan Policy Center discussed the history of federal education 
funding and its sources over the years.   

https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20190916/BILLS-116hr4378ih.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy2020-labor-hhs-appropriations-act-bill-text
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy2020-labor-hhs-appropriations-act-bill-text


o Bruce Baker of Rutgers University discussed equity versus equality in measuring education 
spending and highlighted the differences among states and how they allocate their funding 
and the average student outcomes.   

o Mike Leachman of the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities discussed what happened to 
state and local education funding over the last 10 years since the Great Recession. 

II.  Events   

• CEF’s upcoming schedule – 

• Friday, September 27, 9-11 a.m.  Quarterly Committee meetings at University of California 
(1608 Rhode Island Ave, NW).  This is a chance to provide input for the creation of CEF’s 2020 
budget and calendar of events. 

• Friday, October 4 and October 11 – No CEF meeting during congressional recess. 

• Friday, October 18 – 9-11 a.m. at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW).  Guest speaker TBD. 

• Friday, October 25 – 9-11 a.m. at AACTE (1307 New York Ave, NW).  Guest speaker TBD. 

 


