
 
Tuesday, September 8, 2020 

I. Policy Intelligence and Education News 

·       Congressional outlook – Welcome back!  The Senate is in session this week and the House is holding 
hearings but will not be back in session until next week.  There are no education or funding-related 
hearings.  Top priorities for the next few weeks are: 

o Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 funding/continuing resolution – Government funding expires at the end of 
the fiscal year on September 30 and it’s clear that the 12 appropriations bills will not be enacted 
by then (the House has passed 10 of the 12 bills and the Senate has passed none).  House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin announced on Thursday 
that they had an informal agreement to avoid a government shutdown and pass a “clean” 
continuing resolution (CR) to keep funding at current levels without adding problematic new 
funding and policy provisions.  What’s not clear is how long the CR will extend; the main choices 
appear to be either one lasting until December, giving a lame duck Congress time to reconvene 
and pass either a full-year CR or an omnibus appropriations package or series of smaller 
packages with FY 2021 negotiated bills, or a CR lasting into February and giving the 
117th Congress and what might be a new Administration time to work on FY 2021 bills. 

o Anomalies – The Administration has sent Congress its list of desired changes to funding, 
known as “anomalies,” where it either wants more or less funding for a particular 
program or account than the current level.  The list of anomalies is attached, along with 
a list of programs that are due to expire and whose authorization could be included in a 
CR.  There is only one education-related anomaly: the higher education National 
Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI) that expires at the 
end of September.  Congress might not include all of the requested anomalies, and 
might add others that weren’t requested. 

o COVID-19 pandemic relief bill – Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said he plans to 
introduce a new, smaller pandemic relief bill today and might hold a Senate vote this 
week.  Democrats and Republicans still disagree on the scope of what should be included, with 
one of the main sticking points the $915 billion in fiscal relief for states and localities included in 
the Heroes Act that the House passed in May.  Republicans have talked recently about provided 
$150 billion of fiscal relief.  Both the Heroes Act and the Senate’s proposed HEALS Act included 
between $100 billion and $105 billion for education relief, although parts of the education 
community are pushing for at least twice that amount.  Democrats are not supporting the 
smaller Senate Republican bill, having said they’d support a comprehensive package providing a 
total of $2.2 trillion, down from the more than $3 trillion in the Heroes Act.  Leader McConnell 
last week had discussed a stripped-down $500 billion bill.  It’s not clear what kind of 



compromise will come from negotiations, or when a compromise could be reached.  One 
possibility is that pandemic relief – in part or wholly – could be added to a CR for a late 
September vote.   

• Ruling on CARES Act funding for private schools – On Friday, a federal judge struck down the 
Department of Education’s equitable services rule that would have directed more of the CARES Act 
funding to private K-12 schools.  The ruling applies nationwide, and prohibits the Department from 
implementing a rule that would have required school districts that distributed CARES Act funding to 
all schools – not just those that received Title I funding for economically disadvantaged students – to 
use a share of the funding for all students in private schools. Usually, funding for Title I is distributed 
to private schools based on the number of low-income students they have, not on the total number 
of the private school students.   
 

 
• CEF Job Board – Don’t forget to check the Job Board on the member-only page of the CEF website 

for openings (or send us yours to add to the Job Board).  The most recently added opening is: 

o MENTOR – Policy Manager 

II. Advocacy 

• Hill Teams meetings this month –  As Congress returns to session still needing to enact funding for 
fiscal year 2021 and pass a pandemic relief bill, CEF is requesting Zoom Hill meetings with members 
of the Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittees that we didn’t talk with on our June 
Advocacy Day. We’re requesting meetings on various days starting this Friday through Thursday, 
September 24.  As soon as we have meetings confirmed, we’ll email the Hill Teams and Advocacy 
Committee the details so members can sign up to attend.  Please let me know if you would like to 
join that committee – it helps plan our advocacy and events and has the option of joining Hill visits –
and we’ll add you to that email list. 

• Share your advocacy efforts and become CEF Member of the Week – Please let us know if your 
organization is doing any virtual events or education funding-related activities that CEF can highlight 
on social media: you can submit information on your events at this link.  Our goal is to garner more 
attention to the advocacy, cross-pollinating among our members’ networks.  We will be in touch 
with you as we get close to your event to get your material - language and images – that we can use 
and then link to your own sites.   

III. Events 

·       CEF Briefing for congressional staff and CEF members on “How Money Matters in Education” – 
Wednesday, September 23, 2-3:30 p.m. ET, via Zoom.  Please RSVP here - you must register in 
advance to get the Zoomwebinar link.   

Panelists: 
• Dr. Tom Harnisch, Vice President for Government Relations, State Higher Education Executive 

Officers Association 
• Dr. Rucker C. Johnson, Professor of Public Policy, University of California-Berkeley 

https://apply.workable.com/mentoring/j/EF5A945052/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6g7OURg8zf5KyJoOgfoPcdK2ecjpedmNoxUkrMlLbGqRH3Q/viewform
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_iiB5E5cUQ8GCB5tV-AnGGg
https://sheeo.org/staff-member/tom-harnisch/
https://gspp.berkeley.edu/directories/faculty/rucker-johnson


• Dr. Jenna Sablan, Assistant Research Professor, Georgetown Center on Education and the 
Workforce  

• David Sciarra, Esq., Executive Director, Education Law Center 
 

 

·       CEF’s upcoming schedule –  
• Friday, Sept. 11 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, Sept. 18 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
• Wed., Sept. 23 – 2:00-3:30 p.m. ET, Zoom Briefing on How Money Matters in Education (see 

details above, including registration link). 
• Friday, Sept. 25 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom Friday meeting.  Guest speaker TBD. 
• Friday, Oct. 2 – 9:30-11:00 a.m. ET, Zoom quarterly committee meeting.  This is your chance to 

participate in planning the activities and initiatives for the rest of this year and to provide input 
for next year’s budget and agenda. 

 

https://cew.georgetown.edu/about-us/staff/jenna-sablan/
https://edlawcenter.org/about/board-staff.html
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/94782115810?pwd=WSsvc1U4MXlPRUxjQk9KdGEzVHVHQT09&from=msft
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/91989350144?pwd=SUZQT3NBenVUcWJvb1FkcmtEWDdCUT09&from=msft
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/94294519150?pwd=bVBjS29UYlF6ZVZ3WkVPbVJRUEdqZz09&from=msft
https://acg-consultants.zoom.us/j/98280217186?pwd=SzF5blB5WWtGMldOZ1ExcTE5T2htZz09&from=msft

